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MENDIP RAMBLERS 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Friday 6 November 2015 at 12.30pm 

Venue: The Highwayman Inn, Cannards Grave, Shepton Mallet 

 

1. Welcome & Apologies for Absence 

Present: Mike Plaskitt, Mary Birchall, Brian Underwood, Tony Parsons, Mary Davies, 

Martyn Hart, Peggy Fortunati plus social organiser Paula Ruddock. 

Apologies: Les Stather, Tony Dyson, Jane Dyson, 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

 Minutes of meeting held on 30 April 2015 were approved. 

3. Matters Arising  

 A meeting with Cheddar Walkers are Welcome committee was held on 20 May 15. 

Wording for a plaque to commemorate Eric Doel had been agreed and the plaque 

installed at ST 700 505 Charity Lane Newbury. 

4. Officer  & Sub-Committee Reports 

a. Membership Secretary  

Report in Appendix 1. Overall numbers had increased from 323 (April) to 329 (Oct) due to 

18 new members offsetting those whose membership had lapsed. 

b. Treasurer  

Report in Appendix 2. The Accounts to 30 Sep 15 and Independent Examiner’s statement 

show the position at the 2014/15 year end. The accounts were adopted and will be presented 

at the AGM on 28 Nov. The statement at 31 Oct 15 is the first for the 2015/16 year.  

A First Aid course for walk leaders & other members was suggested and will be discussed 

further at the Jan 2016 Committee meeting. (Action 1) 

c. Footpath Officers 

Reports in Appendix 3 

West: Ownership of Tor Hill Lane, Wells is unclear. Brian U to contact Area FP Sec (Karl 

Earl) about a Section 53 order and the need to ensure rights of way are protected. (Action 2)  

East: A visit to SM 4/22 is outstanding but the proposed diversion is unlikely to be a 

problem. An additional item regarding 2 diversions to SM 2/1 in the Cranmore area was 

discussed.  Firstly a bridleway diversion to follow an existing track corrects an original 

mapping error and is acceptable. A second diversion takes the bridleway across fields instead 

of it passing close to a farm house and buildings before joining a road. Objections had been 

made to the original application due to concern that the passage of horses could make the 
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proposed path unusable for walkers. Tony P would visit the area, after being told that the new 

route was across very firm ground, and respond to Somerset CC. (Action 3) 

 

d. Walks Programme 

Report in Appendix 4. The Dec-March programme is at the printer with 50 coloured & 210 

Black & White being printed. In future spare copies could go to Tourist Offices or be left at 

pubs like the Hunters Lodge – distribution to be discussed at January meeting. (Action 4) 

The Xmas lunch entry refers to sending cheques to Tony D but this is impracticable due to 

absence abroad. When members send menu choices to Paula they will be advised to send 

cheques to the Chairman.  

Concern was expressed at using Bradford-on-Avon station car park for the start of the Thurs 

16 Jan walk due to likely lack of space, charges and limited other parking options in the 

vicinity.  

 Mike P would produce a slip covering payments for Xmas lunch and the January dinner and 

refer to the Bradford-on-Avon parking problem. The slip would then be stapled in copies of 

the new programme. (Action 5) 

After discussion Peggy said a reminder/mini check list for walk leaders would be included in 

the April 16 programme. A key point would be ensuring permission was obtained when using 

a car park owned by village halls, churches or pubs. (Action 6) 

The MR web site now lists W Mendip Walks so there are 2 entries for every Thursday. To 

avoid confusion Les would be asked to highlight that W Mendip walks involve a Fast pace, 

limited short breaks and that distance could exceed that quoted. (Action 7) 

Peggy was given a vote of thanks for her sterling work as programme co-ordinator. 

  

e. Publicity Officer 

Report in Appendix 5. Mary Birchall asked whether a poster was needed for the Winter 

Festival of Walks as it only covers the normally programmed walks in the late Dec/early Jan 

period, however it was agreed that a poster should be produced and distributed. The 

remaining MR cards, produced earlier in the year, showing web site details should be given 

to walk leaders so they can pass them out. (Action 8) 

The Publicity Officer needs to have spare copies of the programme to give away as needed. 

To be discussed as part of Action 4. 

Paula proposed that a Children in Need collection take place at the walks on 12 & 19 Nov 

and presentation of a cheque to the charity would be a good publicity opportunity. The 

collection would be mentioned at the walk start and made during the coffee break. (Action 9) 
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f. Social Organisers  

Report in Appendix 6. The Barn Dance on 30 Oct had been a success and subsidised using 

Social Residuals money. The practice of having joint social organisers worked well and 

would be continued. 

5. Preparation for AGM 

Officers were reminded to send their AGM reports to the Secretary well ahead of the meeting 

on 28 Nov. Mike P offered to continue as Chairman for 1 more year and Tony P said he 

wished to stand down in 2 years time. Mary B had asked Mary Dadley to take on Publicity 

and would know more after they met on 17 Nov. The Area Rep position would be left empty 

as the role is covered – see Item 10. With the change to having joint social organisers it was 

agreed to drop the Social Secretary title from the list of officers and add a third general 

member. Martyn H had approached Julie Smallbone about joining the committee and was 

expecting a response shortly. At this stage the committee membership will probably be: 

Chair Mike P  Publicity ? 

Secretary Les S  Area Rep To remain vacant 

Treasurer Tony D  Prog Co-ord Peggy F 

FP East Tony P  Member 1 Jane D 

F P West Brian U  Member 2 Martyn H 

Membership Mary Davis  Member 3 ? 

 

6. Review of Charlton Mackrell Walking Festival 2015 

Report in Appendix7. The need to retain a copy of walk sign-in sheets in the hall was 

discussed. This could be done using a printer or by taking a photo with a mobile phone, but 

would be considered further for the 2016 festival. 

7. Mendip Walking Festival 2016 

Report in Appendix 8. The festival will be based in Cheddar as a suitable venue has been 

found.  

8. Walking Books sold through Waterstones, Wells 

Sufficient copies of the booklet “Walks around Wells” are held so there is no need to order 

any more. 

9. Working Party Update 

Work was continuing to meet requests from B&NES and Somerset CC.  Whilst towing the 

trailer on 3 Nov the Chairman’s car had been involved in an accident for which the other 

party admitted liability. The trailer had become detached and the towing hitch may require 

checking for damage.  

10. Area Meeting Update 

The group are already represented on the Area Committee and from the Feb 2016 AGM this 

will change with Mike P becoming Chairman in addition to Les as Webmaster. The new 

Secretary will be David Thompson (Woodspring) who will in turn become Chairman in 2017. 
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11. Other Business 

 Walking Weekend at Exmouth (31Mar – 4Apr) – 52 people booked and payments due 

by 15 Jan 16. There will be 2 walks/day but no walks on the way down or back. 

 Mendip Ramblers 40
th

 Anniversary is on Mon 21 Mar 16 with a repeat of the first 

walk starting in Wells. There is a plan to have Cake at the coffee break. A repeat of 

the second walk in the Penhill area may be arranged for Mon 25 April 16. Paula 

would provide addresses of founder members (where appropriate) so that the 

Secretary could write and tell them of the anniversary. (Action 10) 

 Another Barn Dance was proposed as part of the anniversary celebrations. Possible 

date Fri 29 Jul 16 and venue to be investigated by the Social Organisers. (Action 11) 

 Raffles at the Xmas Lunch and the Exmouth weekend could be used to raise funds for 

the anniversary events. (Action 12) 

 The Somerset CC Adopt a Path scheme had been advertised by a website entry but 

Brian U was not sure if there was a link to the SCC details and registration form.  

(Post Meeting Note: Clicking on the Adopt a Path line brings up the details and 

registration form.) 

 At the Area Footpath Officers meeting Karl Earl had encouraged footpath officers to 

raise Section 130 reports so that SCC would have to act to open up a closed or 

blocked section of a footpath within a specific time. An example was path WS 7/37.  

9. Date of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 20 January 2016 at 11.00 at The Highwayman Inn. An earlier start was judged 

necessary to allow business to be concluded before lunch! 

 

Action Points 

1. Discuss possible First Aid course at Jan 16 meeting.   Les 

2. Contact Area FP Sec regarding Tor Hill Lane.   Brian 

3. Respond to proposed path diversions SM 4/22 and SM 2/1. Tony P 

4. Discuss programme distribution at Jan 16 meeting Les 

5. Add information slip to Dec-Mar programme Mike P  

6. Include a Walk Leader reminder/mini check list in the Apr 

16 programme 

Peggy 

7. Ensure MR website highlights the Fast pace, limited breaks 

& greater distance involved in West Mendip walks. 
Les 

8. Distribute MR cards showing web site details to walk 

leaders 

Mary B 

9. Arrange Children in Need collection on 12 & 19 Nov 

walks 

Paula 

10. Notify founder members of 40
th

 Anniversary plans. Paula + Les 

11. Plan a further Barn Dance in July 16 Mary D 

12. Plan to hold raffles at the Xmas Lunch and Exmouth 

weekend 

Paula 

 

 



MENDIP RAMBLERS – REPORTS FOR 6 NOV 2015 COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Appendix 1: Membership report for November meeting 2015 

At the end of April we had 323 members on the list.  The numbers for end of May is 321. We had a 

joint new membership at the beginning of June. Two more new members middle of June. At the end 

of June the numbers had gone up to 323. Another Three new members in July. 

At the end of July we had 331 members a significant increase! 

Another new member in August. At the end of August the numbers were down to 327 probably due 

to loosing old members. We had two new members at the end of September. Total numbers at the 

end of September is 328. Another three new members in October. 

This year has shown an increase in new members but the total numbers remain fairly stable probably 

due to loosing older members but the trend to increase in new members is significantly positive. 

                        Mary Davis (membership secretary) 

I am happy to stand for another year unless anyone else would like to take over in which case I would 

be happy to stand down. 

Appendix 2: Treasurer 

See separate Reports for AGM – Accounts as at 30 Sept 2015 & Independent Examiner’s statement 

See separate Report for meeting – Accounts as at 31 Oct 2015 

Appendix 3: Footpath Officers 

Footpath Officer – East 

May: 

Path diversion 

SM 4/16 at Coldharbour Farm in the parish of Cranmore  
No objection. 

August: 

Proposed erection of a house on land adjacent Holy Trinity Church Station Road Bineger 

The path will not be affected no objection.  

October: 

Path diversion 

SM 4/22 at Dean in the parish of Cranmore  

It looks OK on the map but I hope to have visited the site before our meeting  

Planning proposal: 

Harvest Gate, Mount Pleasant Pilton this proposal will not affect the paths no objection  

Footpath Officer – West 

Diversion Orders: 

Wells WS 17/3 Aligns the path to existing footpath thro' Blue School. 

Wells WS17/4 Sensible alteration to avoid gardens. 



Street WS18/6 Diversion follows path regularly used. 

Baltonsboro' WS1/10 Diversion will avoid residential development. 

Westbury WS13/1 Diversion applied for in 2014 objected to by Parish Council who want path 

to go thro' disused slurry pit! 

 

No problems envisaged with these amendments 

 

Planning application 2015/1428/OTS FOR 145 HOUSES ON Elm Close, Wells has been 

refused for 2
nd

 time. It would have involved re-locating two footpaths. 

 

The un-adopted Tor Hill Lane in Wells has now been adopted by the Cathedral School who 

have closed it to vehicle parking. A Section 53 order has been applied for to put it on the 

definitive map. 

 

August Footpath Surveys – 21 completed, 4 failed and 3 part failed. 

 

For A O B – SCC Adopt A Path Scheme. 

 

Brian Underwood.  01.11.15 

 
Appendix 4: Walks Programme 

Report from programme co-ordinator for Committee Meeting 06/11/2015 
 

In the running programme 3 Thursdays were open, of which two were filled in later.  
The December 2015 – March 2016 programme will show 4 Sundays open (strange? funny? - they are 

usually the first to go), 1 Thursday and 1 Monday. 

The Sundays are 13/12/2015, 27/12/2015, 10/01/2016 and 27/03/2016 (Easter Sunday). 
The open Thursday is 31/12/2015 (last day of the year). 

The Monday is 07/03/2016. 
But, there are always people who are keen to fill them in.  

The 2 new leaders previously mentioned have again put 3 or 4 walks. 

 
This December/March issue features Mendip Ramblers 40 years, with a photo of the Bishop’s Barn on 

the front. The very first walk started from here; leader: S.E. Trinder. Forty years on, Mike Plaskitt will 
repeat this walk on 21/03/2016. There is also the first letter sent out to Mendip members about the 

meeting in which Mendip was “created”.   

On the last page is a photo of the moat.  
 

As of October this year, I have been entering West Mendip Walkers (Thursday) walks on the 
Walksfinder. They will automatically come up in the box “Future Walks” on the Mendip website, 

instead of (just) appearing in “Walks Programme” > “West Mendip Walking Group Programme”. 
 

The programme has gone to the printer today (2 Nov 15). Hopefully it will be ready when Les is back. 

 
I don’t mind staying on (if I am still wanted); it’s interesting trying to make something else out of it 

besides a listing of walks.  
Peggy  02/11/2015 

 

Appendix 5: Publicity Report for Committee Meeting 6th November 2015 

This has been the quiet time for publicity.  

The reports on the Festival were sent in and the next job is the report for the new programme and 

the poster for the festival of winter walks. This runs from about 22nd December to the beginning of 

January, but there are still gaps in the programme at present. 



I am meeting up with Mary Dadley in November as she is considering taking on the publicity job. 

Mary B. 

Appendix 6: Social Secretary 

We have had two very successful social evenings this year: 

The Barbecue in June at Oakhill Village Hall attracted some 40 people; some braved the cold winds to 

play rounders early in the evening, but all were glad to retreat indoors to eat and play silly games.  

The Barn Dance in Coxley sold nearly 50 tickets, which made just the right numbers to be able to 

dance in the hall. The “Canny Band” as usual did not disappoint and with a clever mix of dances and 

folk songs,  got almost everyone dancing every dance.   

We don’t seem to have a shortage of people who will come forward and provide “home spun” 

entertainment and games for these dos, so usually the costs are kept to minimum; this has allowed 

us to build up a surplus in the funds that subsidised the cost of the Barn Dance Band.   

If we want to continue running these events twice yearly, I am happy to carry on masterminding the 

catering and arrangements. All we need now is a date for early summer when enough of us will be 

around to run the next one! 

Jane Dyson 

 

Appendix 7: Review of Charlton Mackrell Walking Festival 2015 

A successful Festival, based at the Charltons Community Hall, was held on 29-31 August. On the 

Saturday the weather was fine and the four walks attracted a total of 76 people. Slight reductions to 

63 on Sunday and 57 on Monday can be attributed to dull and showery weather. There were no 

questions from anybody attending the Festival as to why a walk booklet was not available.  

The investment in specific “Walkers in Road” signs plus detailed briefing of walk leaders on the 

procedure for busy roads ensured that there were no traffic related incidents. Regrettably one of the 

new signs was stolen during the weekend.  

Donations for refreshments exceeded the direct costs of arranging the Festival and the accounts 

show a surplus of £75. The road signs costs have been treated as a long term investment and appear 

in the accounts as a standalone item.  

A suggestion was made that a copy of the walk sign-in sheet, normally just carried by the walk leader, 

should be retained in the hall in case of emergency. A committee view on this proposal is requested. 

Appendix 8: Mendip Walking Festival 2016 

After an initial meeting in May with the Cheddar Walkers are Welcome committee there has been a 

lengthy pause whilst a suitable venue was found. The initial proposal of the Pavilion at Sharpham 

Playing Fields was followed by an inspection in July and that highlighted a number of significant 

problems.  

Alternative venues were eventually put forward and after a visit on 25 October it was decided to 

base the Festival at the Scout Hut that occupies the ground behind Cheddar First School. The Walkers 

are Welcome team will pay the Scout Hut hire fee. The first joint planning meeting will be held in 

November.  

1 Nov 2015      Martyn Hart 



Mendip Ramblers Statement of Accounts as at 31/10/2015

Opening balance 01/10/2015

Restricted Funds £869.46 Workparty Donation £311.46

Ramblers Holidays £230.00

Book Sales £328.00

Self-Funded £2,588.18 Holiday pre-payments £1,050.00

Holiday Residuals £1,252.10

Social Residuals £286.08

General Funds £342.88

Total £3,800.52

Income

Area Funding £98.39 4 quarter payments

Ramblers Hols £0.00

Deposit Interest £0.00

Fundraising £0.00 Walk festival donations

Holidays £325.00

Socials £302.50

Work Party Donation £435.83

Book Sales £0.00

Total Receipts £1,161.72

Expenditure

Courses £0.00 First Aid course

Walking Festival £0.00 Hall Hire etc

Festival Prog/Publicity £0.00

Programmes £0.00

Tools £48.78

Signs £0.00 Road signs

Trailer Insurance £0.00

AGM Costs £0.00

Admin £0.00

Holidays £0.00

Socials £456.87 £173.87 From Social Residuals

Total Expenditure £505.65 £48.78 From workparty donations

Funds as at 31/10/2015

Restricted Funds £1,305.29 Workparty Donations £747.29

Ramblers Hols £230.00

Book Sales £328.00

Self Funded £2,758.81 Holiday pre-payments £1,375.00

Holiday Residuals £1,252.10

Social pre-payments £19.50

Social Residuals £112.21

General Funds £392.49

Total Funds £4,456.59

At bank £4,630.46

To bank £0.00

Awaiting presentation -£173.87

Total £4,456.59 £0.00

£0.00


