
MENDIP RAMBLERS 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday 30th April 2015 at 7pm 

Venue: The Highwayman Inn, Cannards Grave, Shepton Mallet 

 

1. Welcome & Apologies for Absence 

. 

 Present: Mike Plaskitt, Tony Dyson, Jane Dyson, Mary Birchall  Brian Underwood, 
Tony Parsons, Mary Davies, Martyn Hart Peggy Fortunati, Les Stather  

 Apologies None  

 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

 Minutes of meeting held on 22nd January 2015 approved. 

 

3. Matters Arising  

The Mendip Ramblers walking festivals web site has been set up and business cards 
produced. 
Festival walks to be written up by leaders. 

 Oakhill and Coxley village halls have been booked. 

 Trailer is now insured. 

 Donations received from Somerset and B&NES for Working Party work.. 

 

4. Officer & Sub-Committee Reports 

a. Membership Secretary  

Report in Appendix 1.New members are active. They are walking more frequently and have 
offered to lead walks. 

b. Treasurer  

Accounts to 28th April in Appendix 2. The high balance is due to advance payments for 
January meal and Spring Holiday. Part of the “social residuals” will be used to fund the Barn 
Dance planned for the autumn.  Money from Ramblers World Wide Holidays is planned to be 
used to purchase a kissing gate. 

c. Footpath Officers 

Reports in Appendix 3 



d. Walks Programme 

Report in Appendix 4. 

e. Publicity Officer 

Report in Appendix 5 

f. Social Secretary 

Report in Appendix 6 

 

5. Mendip Walking Festival 2015 

Report in Appendix 7. 

No volunteers received to write the walking festival booklet so it will not be produced this 
year. The walks will be written up by the walk leaders and put on the walk festival web site. 

6. Mendip Walking Festival 2016 

Offers to host our walking festival have been received from Cheddar and Butleigh. Cheddar 
is the favoured venue as Butleigh is close to this year’s festival at Charlton Mackrell. 

Martyn and Les to arrange to meet the Cheddar Walkers Welcome Committee to discuss 
arrangements. 

7. Walking Books sold through Waterstones, Wells 
 
No need to print any more booklets yet. 

8. Working Party Update 

The trailer is now insured. The working party is getting plenty of work. Somerset have put 
forward Mendip Ramblers for a Somerset Star Award. 

Brian mentioned the permissive path we put in for Avalon Walking 

Wording to be agreed for Eric Doel’s plaque 

 

9. Other Business 

The AGM was set for 28th November at The Poachers Pocket Chelynch, Mary Davis to book. 

Peggy suggested we meet in the afternoon rather than the evening. This will be tried at the 
next meeting.  

Tony Parsons stated that The Cavendish Hotel a Leisureplex Hotel was being considered for 
the 31st of March for the 2016 Spring Holiday 

9. Date of Next Meeting 

Friday November 6th 12.30pm at The Highwayman Inn. 



Action Points 

Meeting to take place with Cheddar Walkers Welcome Committee to discuss 2016 
Walking Festival. 

Wording to be agreed for Eric Doel’s plaque 

 

Appendix 1 Membership Secretary Report for April 2015 

At the end of February we had 329 members. We have continued to have regular new 
members since the New Year began. No new members in March. 

We have had new active members who are keen to lead walks and walk with us regularly, 
this is a bonus as often people have only come and walked a few times and then we may not 
see them again for ages. 

On Thursdays we usually have thirty or more walking and Sundays are also well supported. 

At the end of March the numbers had dropped to 326. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2 

 

 



Appendix 3 Footpath Officer East 

 
February Site visit 
Proposed footpath diversion at Lower Eastcombe in the parish of Batcombe SM2/7 
The definitive line presently runs across the paved parking area of the house. 
The alternative route is more direct, has a level grassy surface and is already used by walkers. 
No objection     

April. 
The order for the above has now been approved and passed by S.C.C 

Footpath Officer West  

Three planning applications received for Wookey Hole Caves, Thrupe Marsh Farm and Pump  

House Farm, Rodney Stoke. 
Footpaths adjacent in two cases but should not be affected. 
Twenty five footpath surveys completed in conjunction with Janet, Chris and Ken. Two 
failed 
and three part failed. 
Re. Worminster solar farm appeal, e.mail sent to Appeals Panel at request of the action 
group, stating my views, not Ramblers. 
E.mail from Ramblers /Carl  regarding walker's complaint about dogs at Model Farm 
responded to with my lengthy conversation with complainer. 
 
Appendix 4 Report from programme co-ordinator 
 
The programme that we are on now (April-July 2015) is the first one with the Somerset 
Rambler inside it.  
Any feed-back? Has it been received well?  
 
I am still looking for more Mendip photos. Landscapes preferably. 
The front/back pages of the programmes will now be printed in white. This will show the 
photos better. 
 
Referring to what I mentioned in my previous report, Ramblers have now made more 
changes, one of which is the choice the fields you want to include when going to print the 
programme. 
I have not tried it yet.  
 
In this programme there are 3 Sundays and 2 Thursdays open.  
 
We have new leaders: Roger and Sally Yeoman and Kevin Moynihan.  
Kevin emailed me yesterday and has offered 2 Thursday walks for the next programme(s). 
 
Appendix 5 Publicity Report 
Main tasks in hand for walking festival. Unfortunately all tourist boards are now contactable 
on the website. I would be grateful if anyone can tell me how to input a written piece into a 
website contact box as it’s a real chore to repeatedly type out the info. 



 

Appendix 6 Acting Social Secretary Report 

 
We have Oakhill Village Hall booked for the Barbecue on Friday June 5th at a cost of £36 to 
be paid (bank transfer details supplied) by May 22nd.  
We think we can borrow Coleford Scouts’ altar fires for cooking on; they will requires a 
quantity of wood/charcoal to operate. We still have to work out what should be on the 
shopping list. 
Tickets are £5 and Mary and Paula have them, plus fliers to hand out in advance. 
 
We have Coxley Village Hall provisionally booked for Friday October 30th for a Barn 
Dance. I have booked Forbes Robertson’s 3 piece band with a deposit of £35 (paid by 
personal cheque.) Total cost of the band will be £375, balance payable in cash on the night. 
 
Appendix 7 Walking Festival 2015 
Sub-committee meeting held 23 Feb 15 to continue Festival planning and key points to date 
are:  

1) Leaders now confirmed for all 12 walks. 

2) No comments about the decision (notified in the April-July programme) not to publish a 
walks booklet have been received.   

3) Six walk routes include walking along busy roads and a procedure has been drafted to 
reduce the potential risk of a mishap. Subject to be discussed at the Committee Meeting. 

4) A procedure for a walker dropping out during a walk has also been prepared. Subject to be 
discussed at the Committee Meeting. 

5) Arrangements in hand for publicity material to  be displayed during the Charltons Village 
Day on 4 July. 

6) As the programmed walk on 16 July starts from the Charltons Community Hall 
arrangements have been made to inspect the kitchen facilities after the walk 
 

 
 
 


