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Ramblers Association   Mendip Group 

 
 

 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

The Poachers Pocket Chelynch,BA4 4PY  Somerset at 7.00pm on Saturday 16th November 2013 
 

 
 

Minutes 
 

1 Members Present (board to be circulated) 
         

22 members present 
 
2.  Apologies for Absence 
 
  None 
 
3.  Minutes of 2012 AGM 
 
  Approved unanimously 
 
4.  Matters arising from Minutes  
 
  None 
 
5.  Chairman's Address (Mike Plaskitt) 
 

Attached below 
 
 
6.  Treasurer's Report (Tony Dyson) 
 
  Attached below 
 
7.  Adoption of Treasurer's Report 
 
  Adopted – Brian Underwood Proposed and Janet Moreland Seconded 
 
8.  Appointment of Auditor 
 
  Mrs Simpson agreed to continue as auditor 
 
10.  Publicity Officer's Report (Mary Birchall) 
 
  Attached. Mary mentioned that the Frome Standard group of newspapers have approached us 
to write a set of walks on a regular basis. Jane Dyson said she was prepared to do some but not every 
week. 
 
11. Footpath Officers' Report:  
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              West Area: Brian Underwood East Area: Tony Parsons 
   
  Reports attached. Brian thanked Ken Masters for helping him. 
 
12.  Social Secretary's report (Alice Lock) 
 

Alice stepped down as social secretary. The January meal is on the 25
th

 January at The 
Poacher’s Pocket Chelynch  
 
13  Membership Secretary’s Report (Mary Davis) 
 
  Attached. Membership is slightly down.  Can we think of ways of increasing membership?  
 
14.  Webmaster's Report (Les Stather) 
   
  Attached 
 
15.  Election of Officers  
 
  Chair Mike Plaskitt –   Proposed Martyn Hart   Seconded Mary Davis 
  Treasurer Tony Dyson-  Proposed Tony Parsons Seconded Peter Gatenby 

Secretary Les Stather  Proposed Tony Dyson  Seconded Peter Gatenby 
 
16.  Election of Committee Members 
 
 Proposed Janet Morland Seconded Peter Gatenby     
 
17.  Any Other Business   

 
it was requested that the AGM next year should not coincide with the Glastonbury Carnival 
 
The date of the AGM should be easier to find on the web site 
 
Brian Underwood mentioned that the next edition of Walk Magazine should contain an article 
on Cliffs and Caves in Mendip, for which he was interviewed. 
 
Mike Plaskitt mentioned that we have volunteered to help with work on the Blackdown Hill 
project  
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                                                        Reports 2013 
Chairman’s Address. 
Good evening, welcome to the 2013 AGM, and thank you for coming. 
I can report another successful year, and thanks to all who have made this possible. 

 

Thanks to all who have made this possible. 
In particular: 

Peggy for the programme collation 
Bob and the working party for helping to keep the paths open 

Clive and his team for organising another successful festival 
Paula, Tony and Mary for organising next year’s spring holiday 

 

The list goes on and on, but I am sure that you will join with me to thank all that have contributed to our success. 
The festival was again very successful, with visitors from far and wide, including from France.  The weather was 

better than last year, but this did not seem to bring out significantly more walkers.  Next year we are at Wellow, and 
the surveying is already in progress. 

I am told that the holiday in South Wales was enjoyable, and provided some interesting walking. Thanks to Mike 

Beverage for organising it, and special thanks for all his efforts over the last few years he has decided to hand over 
the reins to others. Tony and Mary along with Paula have agreed to organise our next yea holiday Woolacombe. 

 
The French holiday was well attended, with some very good walking including across the sands to Mont St Michelle.  

Tony, Jane and Betsy, for organising it. 

 
You will see from the membership report, and thanks to Mary for taking this on, that numbers are in slow decline, 

reflecting the national trend.  We are trying to evaluate the reasons for this, and any insight would be welcome. 
We are always keen to get input from members, and delighted to get people to committee meetings to explore how 

we can do things ‘better’.  Whilst we have an election later on the agenda we can always co-opt people outside the 
AGM if they are prepared to help.  Members’ views are welcome at all times, and I would encourage raising them with 

me or any other member of the committee at any time. 

 
Finally thanks to Alice for the socials, including this AGM. Alice is standing down as social secretary at this AGM so a 

special thank you for all your efforts in previous years. 
 

Mike Plaskitt 

 
Footpath Officers’ Report 2013 

 
Footpath Officer West 

Somerset County Council 
Path Diversion Notice 

WS2/32 Butleigh and Portland, Street, no problems envisaged. 

WS17/23/4/6 Wells. No objection provided new path, which should be an improvement, is clearly waymarked. 
Notified Mendip D C. 

No planning applications received 
  

Footpath Surveys 

34 completed to-date, 8 part failed with no complete failures. Ken Mason has assisted. 
  

Path Improvements 
WS16/27 Wookey, two new Bristol gates installed with fencing. 

A new stile installed on Tynings Lane, Wookey Hole. (in time for the walking festival) and several new metal kissing 

gates have appeared around Dinder and Dulcote. 
New finger posts have been erected within the Wookey parish. 

             
One path on a festival route at Coxley,WS10/69, remains closed , subject of a dispute.. 

 
Brian Underwood 

 

Footpath Officer East 
19th October   
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Mendip District Council 2012/2430 

Objected to a planning application by PH Creed and Son, for an agricultural workers dwelling, Withial Farm as a foot 
path goes through the proposed site. (Refused and now going to appeal) 

 
Proposed Public Path Diversion Order FR 4/34 (part) and FR 4/36 (part) in the parish of Coleford on going from 

August 2012. 

08th November.  
Site visit, discussions with developers Aster Homes and land owners. 

Their proposal rejected by planning.  
11th January.  

A further site visit, fresh proposals from Aster Homes and if passed by Somerset rights of way should       
Improve the situation.  (Passed and building work started)  

                                     

Site visit to Little Keyford with Paul Wright Ramblers Somerset area footpath secretary, regarding obstructed path on 
going.  

16th March Site visit to Stoke St Michel after reports of paths SM 18/1 & SM 18/3 being obstructed by a new fence. I 
have an under taking from Clair Haskins Somerset County Council rights of way that there will be two new kissing 

gates installed. (2 stiles installed) 

Tony Parsons 
 

Membership Secretary Report A.G.M. 2013 

Mendip Membership has decreased this year. Despite having 18 new members and 2 reinstated our numbers are 

down by 22. The total number of members at the end of October is 329. 

Membership rates went up this year which was the first rise since 2010. There will not be an increase for concessions, 
and new members will get £10-00 discount for the first year. 

Welcome letters have been sent to all new members. 
I tried to contact payment pending members with very little response. 

I received a few replies to follow up feedback letters which are sent to new members after a short time. 

There was some interest shown at the walking festival from potential new members. 
The new Monday afternoon tea walks are quite popular with less able walkers and the more able seem to be enjoying 

them.  
It essential we continue to attract new members. Membership nationally is reducing. Reduction in membership results 

in reduction of funds to Ramblers to help protect the footpath network we all enjoy. If anybody has any ideas to 
encourage new members then please let us know 

                                   Mary Davis (membership Secretary) 

REPORT FOR AGM NOVEMBER 2013 – PUBLICITY 
 

This has been my first year as publicity officer and I have attempted to follow Paula’s sterling work on the job. 

 Reports have been sent to local media when each new programme is circulated (Peggy sends the walks 
programme when she has completed it.) 

 I try to send in extra reports after holidays, but it is difficult gathering information and photos when I haven’t 

been there. I would be grateful for any titbits from the walkers who have gone. 

 Adverts and editorial were sent out re the festival to the media and various walking magazines and I have 

had responses from those, also posters were distributed around the parishes that the walks covered but I 
have no idea if any were displayed. Again, I would be grateful for any information. 

 Local radio doesn’t appear to be interested in publishing anything concerning Ramblers – surprising 

considering our ‘walking for health’ attitude these days. 
 Posters will be displayed in December inviting people to join our Festival of Winter Walks and enjoy the 

Winter landscape.  

 

 
We have been approached by a local editor to consider contributing a regular rambling column, which would be very 

positive, but if we commit ourselves then we have to come up with goods and that would mean a number of walkers 
making a commitment. ??? 

 
Also Peggy has suggested including some adverts for local walking shops in our programme as some other rambler 

groups do. We are looking into that.  

 
I would welcome any thoughts on extending the limits of our publicity, please get in touch. 
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Mary B. 

 

WEB MASTER’s REPORT 2013 AGM 

 
The web site is now hosted by the ramblers free of charge. We are using the standard ramblers Joomla 
template and getting superb support from the voluntary ramblers at Ramblers-Webs. The Mendip Ring 
website produced by Tony Dyson is being updated as we walk and sign post the route. The Wells festival 
walks will be uploaded shortly. 
 
If anybody wants anything to be added to the site then please contact me. 
 
Les Stather 
 
 




