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Walks in this programme include: 
Walks in the areas of Deerwood Common, Oakhill, Radstock, North Wootton, Glastonbury, 
Cheddar, Wells, Batcombe, Burrington, West Harptree, Nunney, Stoke St Michael, Compton 
Dando, Midsomer Norton, Frome, Castle Cary, Win Green, Cranmore, Upton Noble, Stratton-
on-the-Fosse, Ebbor Gorge and Kilmersdon. 
 
 

Committee news 
During the AGM on 3 November, the composition of the committee has changed. 
Mary Davis stepped down as Membership Secretary and Mary Birchall has taken her place. 
In his job as Footpath Officer West, Brian Underwood has acquired an assistant:  
Ken Masters will be his sidekick.  
As he is moving to Hertfordshire, Martyn Hart has handed over his responsibilities as 
organiser of the annual Mendip Walking Festival to Kevin Moynihan. Thank you for your 
festival work Martyn. We wish you all the best. 
 
 

FESTIVAL OF WINTER WALKS 2018-2019 
This will take place from Friday 21 December 2018 to Sunday 6 January 2019 

 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS WALK AND LUNCH   

Thursday 20th December 2018 
at The Crossways 

North Wootton, near Wells BA4 4EU 
Menu choice at £15 per head: 

Main meal: Roast turkey or beef with all the trimmings OR 
a vegetarian option of stuffed butternut squash with nut roast plus trimmings 

and a vegetarian wine gravy 
Dessert: Christmas pudding OR fruit crumble both with a choice of cream, custard or ice-

cream OR rhubarb and ginger posset 
Tea or coffee 

To book your meal and advise menu choices, please contact Paula on 
01458 860751 or paularuddock@btinternet.com before Monday 17th December 

If possible, please pay by bank transfer: Mendip Ramblers 
sort code 60-83-01, acc.no. 20118105 Reference: Xmas Lunch 18. 
If by cheque, please send to Tony Dyson, Red Roofs, Stratton Road 

Holcombe BA3 5ED 
You will also find the menu on the website. Details of the walk are on the walk pages 

 
 
 
(Photo front page: sunset on Crook Peak) 
 

mailto:paularuddock@btinternet.com
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Somerset Area Weekend 2019 (Thursday 3rd to Sunday 6th October)  
Somerset Area Weekend 2020 (Friday 2nd to Monday 5th October) 
Both 2019 and 2020 weekends have been reserved at Christian Guild hotels.  
2019 -Thursday 3rd to Sunday 6th October: Our annual get together is at the Sidholme Hotel 
in the delightful seaside town of Sidmouth. This majestic Georgian mansion, built in 1826 for 
the 6th Earl of Buckinghamshire, is situated in its own grounds and has a splendid music 
room for our social events and an indoor swimming pool to relax in after the day’s walk! 
Chris hopes to hold a barn dance this time, if not, then a disco will be provided. Les will be 
sorting out our walks. 
2020 – Friday 2nd to Monday 5th October: The Derbyshire Dales is our destination for 2020 
and the village of Cromford near Matlock. The Willersley Castle Hotel, a late 18th century 
country mansion, is a magnificent building, which stands in 60 acres of grounds, overlooking 
the river Derwent. This hotel also has a 15 metre indoor swimming pool. It also has a boules 
court.  
We have mailed out forms for 2019 to those who have joined us for previous weekends. 
Anyone wishing to join for the first time, please email Peggy pm.fortunati@outlook.com or 
phone Rod or Peggy on 01278 783270. 

 
 

 
   SOMERSET AREA AGM 
   Woodspring Ramblers are inviting you to join them for the Somerset Area AGM on 
   Sunday 17th February 2019 at Shipham Village Hall, New Road, Shipham, BS25 1SG 
   Guest speaker: Les Davies MBE, President of the Mendip Society. 
   The hall will be open from 9am for tea or coffee, before heading out for a 5-mile walk,  
   starting at 10am 
   Tea and coffee will be available after the walk and the meeting will start at 2pm.  
   Tea, coffee and cakes will be served after the AGM to round off the day. 

 

 
 
MENDIP RAMBLERS EXTRA WALKS 
 
Thursday:  West Mendip Walkers.  Every Thursday Tony S arranges walks for this sub 
group of Mendip Ramblers. Details are on the website. 

Sunday:  Frome Rights of Way.  Every second Sunday of the month there is an afternoon 
walk. Members of Mendip Ramblers walk with this group. Frome Rights of Way is not 
affiliated to the Ramblers. Contact Mike on 01373 472101 or Les on 07768 556735. 

 

 

Monday 4 February 2019: Please submit walks for the next programme 
 

 
 

mailto:pm.fortunati@outlook.com
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COMMITTEE 2018/2019: 
 
Mike Plaskitt  mike@mendipramblers.co.uk  01373 472101 
Secretary:  
Janet Morland                       janet@mendipramblers.co.uk  01458 835238 
Web Master: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Assisted by Tony Dyson 
Treasurer: 
Tony Dyson  tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Footpath Officer East: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Footpath Officer West: 
Brian Underwood  brian@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 672457 
Assisted by Ken Masters 
Membership Secretary: 
Mary Birchall  maryb@mendipramblers.co.uk  01749 342285 
Press Secretary/Publicity Officer: 
Elaine Dadley  elained@mendipramblers.co.uk 01275 461017 
Social Committee: 
Jane and Mary D jane@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715  
Area Committee Rep: 
Les Stather  les@mendipramblers.co.uk  07768 556735 
Programme Co-ordinator: 
Peggy Fortunati  peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk  01278 783270 
Committee Members: 
Jane Dyson  jane@mendipramblers.co.uk  01761 232715 
Kevin Moynihan   kevinm@mendipramblers.co.uk 01749 672996 
Nancy Moynihan  nancym@mendipramblers.co.uk 01749 672996 
Mo Bennett  mobennett@mendipramblers.co.uk 07387 088151 
Catherine Fitzgerald  catherine@mendipramblers.co.uk 07879 821977 
Colin Glibbery       colin@mendipramblers.co.uk   01749 678853 
 
 
 
 

Walkers, eat bananas, but take your skins home!  
How long does it take to rot?        (Source: Keep Britain Tidy) 
 

1 month    – Paper bag 
8 weeks    – Apple core 
2 years    – Orange peel and banana skin 
18 months to 500 years  – Cigarette end 
10 to 20 years   – Plastic bag 
450 years   – Plastic bottle 
1 million years   – Chewing gum 
 

 

mailto:mike@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:janet@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:tonyd@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:brian@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:maryb@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:elained@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:jane@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:les@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:peggy@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:jane@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:kevinm@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:nancym@mendipramblers.co.u
mailto:mobennett@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:catherine@mendipramblers.co.uk
mailto:colin@mendipramblers.co.uk
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The following days do not have a walk. If you would like to fill one in, 
Please contact Peggy 

 
 2018:    Sunday 13 January 

Sunday 16 December  Thursday 14 February  
Sunday 23 December  Thursday 21 February 

 Thursday 27 December  Sunday 24 February 
 2019:    Sunday 10 March  
 Sunday 6 January   Sunday 31 March  
 Sunday 9 December  

 

 

WALKS PROGRAMME 
 

Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Sun 02/12/2018 

Start time: 09:30 

EX142 

Moderate. Mendip Ring Circular: Deerwood 

Common, Gare Hill, East Woodlands 

Meet: the lane near the old car park 

BA11 5HR, ST771389    Distance: 11mi/17.7km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Mon 03/12/2018 

Start time: 13:30 

EX142 

 

Easy. Cup of tea walk Oakhill 

Meet: Oakhill Village Hall car park  

BA3 5AN, ST633475  

Distance: 3.5mi/5.6km 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311  

07976 629342 

Thu 06/12/2018 

Start time: 10:00 
EX142 

Moderate. Colliers Way, Shoscombe, Clandown  

Meet: Waterloo Road car park, Radstock  

BA3 3EP, ST689549 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km  

Margaret P 

01761 232042  

07910 873853 

Thu 13/12/2018 

Start time: 10:00 
EX142 

Moderate. Oakhill area  

Meet: Oakhill Village Hall car park  

BA3 5AN, ST633475 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311  

07976 629342 

Thu 20/12/2018 

Start time: 10:00 
EX141 

Moderate. CHRISTMAS LUNCH walk: North Wootton 

Meet: Crossways Hotel, Stocks Lane, North Wootton,  

nr Wells BA4 4EU, ST565416  Distance: 5 mi/8km 

If eating please contact Paula (see pg 2) 

Tony P 

01749 342285  

07752 689629 

Wed 26/12/2018 

Start time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Festival of Winter Walks: BOXING DAY 

walk from Coleford. Meet: Coleford Doctors Surgery  

car park.  BA3 5NQ, ST687492 

Distance: 5mi/8km 

Les 

07768 556735 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Sun 30/12/2018 

Start time: 10:00  
EX141 

Moderate. Festival of Winter Walks: Around 

Glastonbury  

Meet: Glastonbury, the centre of Bretenoux Road  

BA6 8DY, ST503381     

Distance: 9mi/14.5km 

Janet 

01458 835238 

07706 181609 

Tue 01/01/2019 

Start time: 11:00 

EX141 

Moderate. Festival of Winter/New Year’s Walk: 

Cheddar Reservoir, Cheddar Woods, Shute Shelf  

Meet: Cheddar Reservoir, Axbridge (north) end  

BS26 2HG, ST439543 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Janet  

01458 835238  

07706 181609 

Thu 03/01/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX141 

Moderate. Festival of Winter Walks: Wells, King's 

Castle Wood, the Horringtons  

Meet: Wells, Ash Lane where Mendip Way crosses  

BA5 2LR, ST544463 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Kevin 

01458 830319  

007816 842127 

Mon 07/01/2019 

Start time: 13:30 

EX141 

Leisurely. Cup of tea walk Wells  

Meet: Wells, Morrisons car park  

BA5 1FA, ST548451 

Distance: 3mi/4.8km 

Mary D 

01749 342285  

07951 467453 

Thu 10/01/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX142 

Moderate. Batcombe circle  

Meet: Batcombe Church  

BA4 6HE, ST690390 

Distance: 7mi/11.3km 

Tony P 

01749 342285  

07752 689629 

Thu 17/01/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX142 

Moderate. Nunney circle  

Meet: Nunney Quarry car park  

BA11 4NL, ST735458 

Distance: 6.9mi/11.1km 

Mike P 

01373 472101 

07711 090656 

Sun 20/01/2019 

Start time: 09:30 

EX141 

Moderate. Mendip Ring Circular: Beacon Batch, 

Blackdown, Tynings Farm  

Meet: Top car park at Burrington Combe  

BS40 7TZ, ST489581 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Thu 24/01/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX141 

Moderate. West Harptree, Compton Martin 

Meet: Herons Green Causeway (Chew Valley Lake)  

BS40 6NL, ST554594 

Distance: 6.8mi/10.9km 

Margaret P 

01761 232042  

07910 873853 

Sun 27/01/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX142 

Moderate. Nunney, Trudoxhill, Witham Friary  

Meet: Nunney Quarry car park  

BA11 4NL, ST735458 

Distance: 11mi/17.7km 

Mike P 

01373 472101  

07711 090656 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Thu 31/01/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX142 

Moderate. Stoke St Michael circle  

Meet: Stoke St Michael, car park in Frog Lane  

BA3 5LJ, ST661471 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Jane 

01761 232715 

Sun 03/02/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX141 

Moderate. Compton Dando, Woollard, Hunstrete, 

Burnett and Chewton Keynsham  

Meet: Opposite the Compton Inn, Compton Dando  

BS39 4JZ, ST645644 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Claris 

07811 242061 

Mon 04/02/2019 

Start time: 13:30 

EX142 

Easy. Cup of tea walk Norton Radstock Greenway  

Meet: Midsomer Norton, South Road car park  

BA3 2EZ, ST665541 

Distance: 4mi/6.4km 

Jane D 

01761 232715 

Thu 07/02/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX142 

Moderate. Frome, Great Elm, Whatley, E. Mendip 

Way  

Meet: Frome, Wallington Way. Park in side roads. 

BA11 3EJ, ST766485 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Mo 

07387 088151 

Sun 10/02/2019 

Start time: 09:30 

EX142 

Moderate. Mendip Ring Circular: East Hill, Green's 

Coombe, Lamyatt  

Meet: Castle Cary Rugby Club. Park on verge along 

road   BA7 7PF, ST633341 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 

Sun 17/02/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX118 

Moderate. Walk from Win Green  

Meet: Win Green car park  

SP7 0EP, ST922204 

Distance: 10mi/16.1km 

Laurence 

01373 452294  

07568 584994 

Thu 28/02/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX142 

Moderate. Chesterblade Doulting and Chelynch 

Meet: Cranmore Steam Railway Station  

BA4 4QL, ST668430 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Margaret P 

01761 232042  

07910 873853 

Sun 03/03/2019 

Start time: 09:30 

EX142 

Moderate. Mendip Ring Circular: Upton Noble, 

Witham Park, Brewham  

Meet/start: Strap Lane, Upton Noble. Park on verge 

near primary school      

BA4 6AU, ST713393 

Distance: 10.5mi/16.9km 

Bob & Rosemary 

01749 346023 
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Date & time Grade, description, start, coordinates, distance Leader 

Mon 04/03/2019 

Start time: 13:30 

EX142 

Easy. Cup of tea walk Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall  

BA3 4QQ, ST658511 

Distance: 3.5mi/5.6km 
 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311  

07976 629342 

Thu 07/03/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX142 

Moderate. Stratton-on-the-Fosse area  

Meet: Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall  

BA3 4QH, ST657511 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 
 

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311  

07976 629342 

Thu 14/03/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX141 

Moderate. Wookey Hole, Wookey and Easton 

(strenuous uphill on last mile) 

Meet: Ebbor Gorge car park  

BA5 1EL, ST520485 

Distance: 6.5mi/10.5km 

Gus 

01749 840349  

07840 926769 

Sun 17/03/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX142 

Moderate. Gurney Slade, Stratton-on-the-Fosse and 

Edford.    Meet: Oakhill Village Hall car park  

BA3 5AN, ST633475 

Distance: 10.5mi/16.9km 

Gus 

01749 840349  

07840 926769 

Thu 21/03/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX141 

Moderate. Wells circle  

Meet: Wells, the end of Ash Lane (near Old Bristol 

Road)       BA5 2QR, ST549464 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km 

Francoise 

01458 831823 

Sun 24/03/2019 

Start time: 10:00 
EX141 

Moderate. Cheddar Reservoir, Cheddar Woods, 

Crook Peak  

Meet: Cheddar Reservoir, Axbridge (north) end  

BS26 2HG, ST439543 

Distance: 11mi/17.7km 

Janet 

01458 835238  

07706 181609 

Thu 28/03/2019 

Start time: 10:00 

EX142 

Moderate. Kilmersdon area  

Meet: Kilmersdon Church  

BA3 5TL, ST685524 

Distance: 6mi/9.7km  

Trevor & Val L 

01761 232311  

07976 629342 

 
 

Sunday, 31 March 2019, clocks are going forward 1 hour 

 
 

   Thank you for your walks in this programme!     
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What to pack in our ruck sacks for a walk? 

Walking nutrition explained (with recipes) - Ramblers 
Practical advice to help you ‘eat for your feet’ and get the most from your walking. 

Words by Alexandra Cook, and recipes by Kieran Creevy 
 

Practical tips  
Before heading out on a walk, consider the following points, as these will dictate what food 
and drink you need to bring: 
* Length & intensity of walk 
* Conditions and weather 
* Will you need to be self-sufficient or can you find sources of food and drink on the route? 
* How you will eat or drink (do you intend to stop for meals or take an ’on the go’ grazing  
   approach)? 
* What equipment do you need to prepare food (e.g. a camping stove for hot meals on  
   multi-day trips)? 

 
1 - Fuelling for short walks 
If walking for only a few hours, taking food isn’t as important as longer walks. Ensure you 
have a hearty breakfast with a good balance of wholegrain carbs and protein. But do ensure 
you always take water, even during short walks, and drink regularly, especially in hot 
weather. If walking alone or in isolated places, be prepared for all eventualities and bring 
emergency food supplies just in case. 
 
2 - Fuelling for long walks 
For longer walks you will need a supply of ‘on-the-go’ snacks to keep energy levels up as 
well as something more substantial to have as a midday meal. Again, a hearty breakfast is a 
great start to the trip. Aim to have a snack each hour and drink as your body dictates. If it is 
very hot, take a mouthful of fluid every 15 minutes (approx 100-250mls). In cold weather, a 
vacuum flask containing a hot drink will not only keep you hydrated but will raise your spirits 
and your core temperature. 
 
3 - Fuelling for multi-day walks 
This is where attention to detail is key. As you will be carrying more food with you, you will 
have to consider its weight vs its nutritional value, and think about whether you can 
replenish your supplies at local farms or shops (provided you have some way to cook them, 
eggs are easy to purchase and make great meals, although require careful carrying!). 
The focus on multi-day trips is not only fuelling for performance, but also for recovery. 
Protein is often thought of as a top nutrient for recovery, although there is little evidence to 
show it aids short-term recovery. Protein is important for repairing and rebuilding muscle but 
this process takes days or weeks, so it’s not going to make a difference to your walk the 
next morning. 
Your main considerations should be rehydrating properly, then refuelling energy stores. Try 
to eat a high-carb meal within an hour of stopping. If it will take time to make camp and fire 
up the stove, have an energy bar or a banana as soon as you stop to get the recovery 
process going. 
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Cheese, olive, & caramelised onion bread 
Ingredients: 
550g self-raising flour - 1 tsp baking powder - 100ml olive oil - 100g Greek yoghurt - 
water as needed - 2 eggs - 1 tbsp granulated sugar - 1 tsp coarse sea salt -  
100g mature cheese, grated - 100g green olives (stoned) - 50g caramelised onions 
(previously cooked and cooled). 
Method: 
Mix together the flour, baking powder and salt. 
Blend the oil, yoghurt and 1 egg together, then add to the flour. 
Mix well until you have a smooth dough. Add extra water or flour as needed. 
Mix the caramelised onions and cheese into the dough. 
Wrap in cling film and chill for an hour. 
Heat the oven to 180c 
Grease a springform cake tin. 
Press the dough into the tin 
Add the olives, and press well into the dough 
Beat the 2nd egg and paint the top of the dough. 
Dust the top of the bread with the sugar. 
Bar for 25-30 minutes until a skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean. 
Remove and allow to cool on a rack for a few minutes. 
Remove from the tin and serve warm or allow to cool, cut into slices and pack in a 
Tupperware box or zip lock bag. 
 

Date, nut and seed balls (makes 25 balls approx.) 
Ingredients:                        
100g medjool dates, stoned – 100g apricots - 100g cashew nuts - 100g almonds or 
walnuts - 50g tahini paste - 50g date syrup - 5g sea salt - 5g citric acid - 5g spices such as 
cardamom or ginger - Optional: cacao powder, sesame seeds, dried lime powder, freeze-
dried raspberry powder. 
Method: 
Chop the dates and apricots roughly, or whizz in a food processor. 
Add the linseed, almonds and cashews & blend well. 
Add the date syrup, tahini paste spices and salt & mix 50g milled linseed & pumpkin seed. 
Add the citric acid, blend and taste. 
Turn out onto a tray lined with greaseproof paper 
Chill in the fridge for 1 hour to firm up 
Roll into small balls 
Coat in one or more of the powders 
 
Recipes by Kieran Creevy. Kieran is an expedition and private chef and international 
mountain leader. 
 

 

He who thinks too much about every step he takes  

will always stay on one leg.               Chinese Proverb               
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SOMERSET AREA WEEKENDS 

2019 -Thursday 3rd to Sunday 6th October: Our annual get together is at the Sidholme 

(Christian Guild) Hotel in the delightful seaside town of Sidmouth. This majestic Georgian 

mansion, built in 1826 for the 6th Earl of Buckinghamshire, is situated in its own grounds and 

has a splendid music room for our social events and an indoor swimming pool to relax in after 

the day’s walk! Chris hopes to hold a barn dance this time, if not, then a disco will be pro-

vided. Les will be sorting out our walks. 

2020 – Friday 2nd to Monday 5th October: The Derbyshire Dales is our destination for 

2020 and the village of Cromford near Matlock. The Willersley Castle (Christian Guild) Hotel, 

a late C18th country mansion, is a magnificent building, which stands in 60 acres of grounds, 

overlooking the river Derwent. This hotel also has a 15 m indoor swimming pool and a boules 

court. We shall be mailing out 2019 forms to those who have joined us for previous week-

ends. Anyone wishing to join for the first time, please email Peggy pm.fortunati@outlook.com 

or phone Rod or Peggy on 01278 783270. 

1  

 

 

We extend our condolences to the family 

and friends of Lord Melchett - a true cam-

paigner 

Lord Melchett, a vice-president of the Ramblers, died 

aged only 70.  He was our president from 1981 to 

1984 and a great advocate for public access, both in 

the House of Lords of which he was a member, and 

among the farming community.  He practised what he preached on his organic 

farm in north Norfolk; in 1982 he created three public footpaths which linked with 

existing routes to provide circular walks.  A rebel, he was outspoken against un-

welcoming landowners, and he encouraged The Ramblers to step up the  cam-

paign for access.  

At the end of August Ramblers launched the ‘Your Path Awaits’, Campaign to 

ensure the Agriculture Bill protects our ability - and of future generations - to 

access and enjoy the countryside. In September the Government published the 

Bill, and thanks to the ongoing efforts and support of Ramblers’ members - it rec-

ognises the importance of public access to the countryside.  We need the contin-

ued support of MPs as it makes its way through Parliament to ensure that public 

access continues to be championed and makes its way into legislation.  

If you haven’t done so already, please write to your MP - just head over to our 

website, enter your postcode and with two clicks you can send our template let-

ter to your MP. If you have written already, then share the action with family, 

friends and other walkers – the more that MPs hear about this issue, the more 

likely they are to act. We joined up with 55 organisations – including the National 

Trust, RSPB and the Campaign for National Parks – to sign an open letter that was 

sent to the Prime Minister ahead of the publication of the Bill. The letter wel-

comed the Government’s commitment to develop new farming policies that pro-

vide public funds for farmers in return for the public good, such as public access, 

biodiversity and animal welfare, to create a farming sector fit for the future.   

If you would like any further information about ‘Your Path Awaits’, please contact 

Olly on oliver.hicks-pattison@ramblers.org.uk  

Volume   79 

  

SOMERSET RAMBLER 

The Ramblers website can be found at: https://www.ramblers.org.uk/  
1 
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Volunteer “Check In” - please look out for an email and login to review your 

information   

It was promised that the Volunteer Login would go live in September but after testing 

it, it was realised that it needs a few more weeks to fine tune it.  The updates to the My 

Profile section of the website will now go live week commencing 15 October. You will see 

a new section called My Volunteering Activities.  You’ll receive an email reminding you to 

login to check in throughout October and November. The Check In will be running until 

the end of November.  

From mid-October, please also ask other Ramblers’ volunteers to login and check their 

details are correct. By making sure your role details are correct, we’ll be able to ensure 

you are receiving the right support and continue to build a better volunteer experience. If 

you need any further details, please contact the volunteer check-in coordina-

tor on volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.org.uk or by phone on 020 3961 3188.   

 
Data transformation The new mobile Walk Register pilot continues. So far 35 ‘Walk 
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used it on 70 led walks, collectively registering about 1,000 walkers. The data this gener-
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To find out more, please contact Eugene.Suggett@ramblers.org.uk.  
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The Ramblers and its Organisation  At the heart of everything are the members who 

support our values and deliver the vast majority of our work by volunteering their time and 

energy.  At our AGM, (General Council) these volunteers elect a Board of Trustees who run 

the charity on their behalf. Formally, we were The Ramblers Association but we operate as The 

Ramblers. 

Local Ramblers’ Groups There are around five hundred groups in Britain.  Groups are run 

entirely by volunteers. Depending on where they are and who’s involved, groups will inspect 

paths, put on led walks, run local campaigns, organise group walking holidays or do practical 

work improving paths. They also have a strong social element with everything from afternoon 

teas to curry nights. To ensure that Ramblers’ members have real ownership of what we do 

locally, each group is run by a committee that is elected annually.  

Regional Ramblers’ Areas Our groups co-operate together as ‘Areas’. We divide the country 

into over 50 Areas broadly coinciding with a county or regional boundary.  Area volunteers 

help support and coordinate the work of the groups in delivering our mission. For example, 

they help identify what funds groups need and encourage groups to try out new things. Many 

area volunteers are delegates from the constituent groups which helps to make sure that 

groups feel part of the wider organisation.  In England and Wales,  Areas play a pivotal role in 

coordinating volunteers. For example, an Area will have volunteers inspecting footpaths in each 

parish and will then liaise with the relevant highway authority to get problems solved.   They 

provide a first point of contact for The Ramblers with local government, other local charities 

and the local offices of national bodies such as Natural England.  

General council and the Board of Trustees.  Areas elect delegates to attend our Annual Gen-

eral Council, which in turn elects the Board of Trustees. General Council also holds the Trus-

tees to account, approves the annual report and accounts and provides guidance. It is also the 

ultimate authority for changes to our Constitution.  The Trustees are all volunteers. They 

steer the charity and guarantee its long term health and strength. They appoint and oversee 

the chief executive, approve the business plan and agree the annual budget. The minutes of 

board meetings are available so that all members can see what the board is doing on their 

behalf.  
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Problem of Maize It is important that you report any paths cropped with maize and not 

cleared as early as possible in the season so that the Highway Authority has no excuse for 

not acting on this obstruction before the path becomes impassable. Details of how to report 

a problem on-line are given on the Somerset Ramblers web-site with a link to the relevant 

site. 

Guidance for Walk Leaders 

It is important that Ramblers’ walks follow the legal route of RoWs, unless specific approval 

has been given by a landowner to walk elsewhere. The official line of rights of way is altered 

from time to time and it is important to realise that OS maps are not necessarily up-to-date 

on such changes. To be sure that the walk you are planning has not been legally altered it is 

important to check the relevant highway authority map of RoWs. Our walks often take place 

in Devon, Dorset and Wilts, as well as Somerset and North Somerset. The maps are available 

on line and can be searched by “Rights of Way in ...” For Dorset and Somerset that will bring 

up a map that also shows any known problems on RoW. 

A303/A358 Dualling  The government’s Highway Agency is currently working on a number 

of schemes. The first between Sparkford and Podimore is now being finalised and Ramblers’ 

have been consulted on resulting changes to RoW. We have tried to ensure that, in future 

there will be safe crossings of the new road to link routes north and south of the A303 

where currently no safe crossing exists. We will expect further consultation on the next 

mailto:volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.org.uk
https://ramblers.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4bb677c518fc1dedbd8910ccd&id=ca81a79b2b&e=75a79dfdd5
mailto:trailblazers@ramblers.zendesk.com
mailto:Eugene.Suggett@ramblers.org.uk
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/about-the-board-of-trustees.aspx
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/our-finances.aspx
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/about-the-board-of-trustees/board-of-trustees-published-minutes.aspx
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/about-the-board-of-trustees/board-of-trustees-published-minutes.aspx
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Report of Area Footpath Secretary 
Blue Anchor Path Because of possible long delays in the appeal process Ramblers’ Head 

Office was consulted and, with their help, an application was made to the Secretary of 

State to ask that he require the County to deal with the claim more expeditiously. Based, 
particularly on the safety aspects and the age of many of the claimants, the County has 

now been instructed to determine the application within 12 months. This means that our 

application must dealt with by this time next year and we trust that the volume of evi-

dence will convince the County to record this path as a public right of way.  
(see W. Somerset report –Editor) 

New ‘Castle & Coast Way’  With money from EDF, Sarah Littler from SCC has been 

improving the paths network in the area near Hinkley Point. To highlight the improve-

ments she is intending to launch a new route entitled “Castle & Coast Way” next spring 

and has asked for Ramblers’ support in its launch. Both Sedgemoor and West Somerset 
have been invited to take part and details will be announced nearer the time. The new 

route runs in a circular way from the Coleridge Trail at Nether Stowey Castle through 

Stogursey to the Coast Path, returning along a section of the coast path and to  

Nether Stowey. It will have publicity and some interpretation boards. Any stiles will be 
replaced with gates and it will be way-marked distinctively. A total length of about 15 

miles can be walked as a whole or as shorter circular walks from Nether Stowey, Stogum-

ber or the Coast car park near Listock. It also provides a connection for longer distance 

walks between the Coast Path and the Coleridge Way.  
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St Anton is in a valley although still 4,000ft. up with all walks going up quite steeply from 

the town.  A number of cable cars to higher parts were used to make steady descents on 

foot back to the hotel whilst other members took some very adventurous routes with 

ascents of 2,500 ft or more. I have a feeling there may be return trips to this wonderful 

area in the near future 

As you know Somerset had the annual weekend holiday at Gwbert on the Ceredigion 

Coast just outside Cardigan. My thanks to Rod and Peggy for their organisation and to 

Les for managing the walks.  14 members from Woodspring attended the weekend with 

4 of the group leading walk. Many thanks for all who helped make the weekend a success. 

In November Woodspring will be going to Exmoor for what has been an annual pilgrim-

age for quite a number of years.  The Staghunters in Brendon is a very welcomeing Inn 

with fine dining and a good selection of ales. My thanks to Terry and Hazel for the splen-

did job they have done over the years to book the Inn and provide excellent walks. We 

are now discussing venues for 2019. 

The footpath maintenance team continue to assist NSC to keep our footpaths open by 

removing old and sometimes dangerous stiles and replacing with splendid, user friendly, 

gates and kissing gates. They are also helping keep the vegetation down with the huge 

range of mechanical tools available. 

Sadly, we are about to lose our footpath secretary, Pete Mason, who is in the process of 

selling and moving out of the area.  Pete took on the post from Eddy last year and has 

continued with the very onerous work to ensure we in N Somerset keep our footpaths 

open against many diversion orders and potential loss. I take this opportunity to thank 

Pete for all he has done and wish him all the very best for the future.  They say that 

every cloud has a silver lining and, on this occasion, I am pleased to say we have a volun-

teer to take over the post.  I will say no more until after our AGM next month. 

Membership remains constant at approximately 200..      

      David Thompson, Chair 
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South Somerset Ramblers  

We now offer two walks on Thursday of medium and short lengths and a longer walk on Sun-

day.  These are usually well attended and also attract walkers from other Areas. 

Roger Cripps, after many years of sterling work, is stepping down as Working Party Organiser 

at our next AGM although he is still going to be organising surveys.  

The clearance at Beercrocombe was successfully carried out and our next work party was on 

Wed 12 September. 

45 members attended our Summer Supper held on 12th July at the new venue of the Lamb and 

Lark at Limington organised by Ruth Goodland. The evening was enjoyed by all.  Les Stevens led 

an interesting walk around Yeovilton beforehand. 

 

The Friends of Ham Hill have produced a 

set of four circular walks on Ham Hill, 

ranging from a one mile all-ability trail to 

a longer more challenging walk of over 

five miles covering the whole of the site. 

They have been compiled by John Day, a 

Volunteer Ranger at Ham Hill Country 

Park and a member of the South Somer-

set Ramblers Group. The design has been 

produced by Stable Design.  The South 

Somerset Ramblers Group provided 

some of the funding. A launch day to 

promote the leaflets was held on  

4th August when around 40 people of all 

ages were led on Walk 3 by John. 

A successful Saga group walking holiday was organised by John Oliver to Denia on the Costa 

Blanca with 11 members meeting up with other enthusiastic walkers.  John is intending to organ-

ise another walking holiday to Minorca for 2019.   Linda Fawthrop 

Sedgemoor Group 
It has been a splendid summer with walking in the Somerset countryside and beyond a pleasure 

even if somewhat too hot at times.  We have had many interesting walks: the bluebells on the 

Dorset cliff tops were particularly memorable.   

The holiday to Ireland was also blessed by warm sunny weather which made the wonderful area 

even more pleasurable.  The summer outing to North Devon was well attended and the walks 

around the Taw Estuary and Devon coast were enjoyed by all.  The one day we would have 

liked it to be fine and sunny, for our summer lunch, turned out to be wet and miserable.  Never 

the less we all enjoyed ourselves and I am sure everyone who attended would again like to thank 

Tony and Jenny for their hospitality and for letting us spread ourselves around their home shel-

tering from the rain. 

The footpath working party has continued to repair and improve paths on a monthly basis.  We 

have again completed the survey of a number of footpaths for Somerset County Council.  With 

several new members taking on the work of footpath surveys, we have arranged for some t 

raining by a Rights of Way Officer from the Council.   Edward Levy 
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The West Somerset Walking Group 

From 14 starters, seven 

stalwarts completed the 

Two Moors Way, which we 

began on 1st July 2017 and 

finished exactly a year later, 

on 1st July 2018. We covered 

the total of 103 miles over 4 

weekends (8 days), from 

Ivybridge across the dra-

matic heights of Dartmoor 

and Exmoor to the coastal 

resort of Lynmouth. Scenery 

was wonderfully varied and 

interesting. Even the middle 

part between the two moors 

passes through attractive villages and lovely woodland. It is a walk well worth doing. Now 

we are planning another long-distance walk for summer 2019! 

In April we enjoyed a very successful club weekend, with 45 of us staying at Mullion Cove 

on the Lizard. From our hotel we were able to step straight onto the South West Coast 

path. Keener members covered around 26 miles of dramatic coastline, with sightings of 

seals, over the two days. There were also options for shorter walks. Although winter 

storms had taken a toll on some sections of the path, clear diversions were in operation 

and the SW Coast Path Association is working on repairs.  

Meanwhile we have provided a varied programme of full and half day walks over the sum-

mer, including the Dorset coast, tors of Dartmoor, combes of Exmoor, the Quantocks 

and Mendips, so hopefully there was something to suit all tastes. For more information on 

walks through the autumn and a gallery of photos from all our walks, please visit our web-

site www.somersetwalkingclub.co.uk or our Facebook page.   

     Cherry Bird, Programme Secretary 

West Somerset Group  
The Group has been continuing with its 40th Anniversary Year of special events which has 

included a number of members 'favourite walks' and concludes with a coach visit to  

Tetbury and Westonbirt Arboretum on 20th October. 

Thanks to one of our members, our usual twice weekly programme of walks has been 

increased to three during the summer months by short walks on Monday evenings.  This is 

likely to continue next year. 

Our now regular annual walking weekend will be March 2019 with a visit to Brecon.  We 

will be using HF Holidays for walk leaders and have 29 members with us.  We are now 

considering a four night weekday break in Derbyshire for 2020. 

An inspector for the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has 

now made a decision over the Blue Anchor Bay footpath closure. The Somerset County 

Council have been directed to determine the application by 2 October 2019.  Our Foot-

path Secretary, Ivor Sutton, with a hundred plus of local residents are ever hopeful that 

this much locally publicised path will again be opened for all to use. Gerald Swayne Chair 

 

A  Note from the Editor 

If you have any news or comments that you would like to contribute, please contact me at 

mavis@monahan.co.uk  by 1st March 2019 
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Taunton Deane Group 

The Group continues to offer four walks per week - on Wednesday afternoons, Friday 

evenings and Sundays (all day and half day).  An increasing challenge has been to find suit-

able pubs for the post-walk meal on Fridays; so many having either closed or else moved up

-market in an attempt to remain viable. 

The Group’s ‘Open Afternoon’ on Tuesday 17th July at Trull Church Community Centre 

went well, and some potential new members turned up to see what Ramblers’ can offer.  

The event concluded with tea and cake (what else!) which went down very well.  Thanks 

are owed to Dot McKay for arranging the proceedings and to John Ollerenshaw for a map-

based quiz of walking venues in Somerset (the ‘Trull Quiz’) which formed part of it. The 

joint winners shared some of the aforementioned cake!  

Following the success of its Lynton and Lynmouth venture in 2017, on 12th August the 

Group organised a coach outing to Seaton, with options of four different walks of varying 

lengths along the Jurassic Coast in the area west from Seaton to Sidmouth.  For the intrepid 

walkers, tea was then arranged to conclude the day at Seaton Jurassic.  The event was well-

supported, and thanks are due in particular to Lynda Stewart for making the arrangements. 

Under the leadership of Judi Townsend, on 12th September the Group completed its series 

of staged walks of the West Deane Way, a designated route on the OS map which mem-

bers re-waymarked some years ago.  These attracted a good cross-section of membership, 

and given the summer conditions were mostly blessed with fine weather. 

On 15th October, the Group was represented at the ‘Life is for Living’ event, at the Mecca 

in Corporation Street, Taunton.  Aimed at anyone wishing to improve their mental physical 

or social well-being, rambling can claim to be a very good way of achieving all of these aims, 

and some useful publicity for Ramblers was gained. 

The Groups AGM will be held on 23rd November in the Quaker Meeting House in Bath 

Place, Taunton – further details to be publicised in due course.  Philip Bisatt 

Mendip Group  

At the 1st of October our membership is 333 up by 13 from this time last year 

The working party remains very active and is out virtually every week. There is, how-

ever, some concern that the SCC cut-backs will reduce the amount of furniture they will 

be buying which will have a knock-on effect on the work we are able to do. Perhaps the 

team will be involved in more clearance work. 

The Ditcheat Walking Festival, held over the August Bank Holiday, was another suc-

cessful event with good attendance on the warm and dry Saturday and Monday. The wet 

Sunday affected the number of walkers and the afternoon short walk was cancelled as 

none, other than the leader & backmarker, turned up. 230 people in total walked and the 

two short walks held, one in the morning and one in the afternoon, each day were well 

attended by non- members of the Ramblers’. It is hoped that this has given them a taste 

for group walks and encourages them to become members.  

Some of us have recently returned from a week in Brittany where we enjoyed wonder-

ful weather, walking and food. Thanks to Tony and Jane for organising this. Our spring 

holiday next year is to Eastbourne.    Les Stather, Chair 

Woodspring Ramblers Group 

28 members of the group went to St. Anton in Austria for our annual holiday and had an 

exceptionally good time.  9 members enjoyed a full 2 weeks, during which time the advance 

party reconnoitred a number of walks for the main group of 19 members arriving for the 

2nd week.  The Post Hotel in St. Anton was very good with fine dining and spacious rooms.   

The Area website can be found at: www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
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evenings and Sundays (all day and half day).  An increasing challenge has been to find suit-

able pubs for the post-walk meal on Fridays; so many having either closed or else moved up

-market in an attempt to remain viable. 

The Group’s ‘Open Afternoon’ on Tuesday 17th July at Trull Church Community Centre 

went well, and some potential new members turned up to see what Ramblers’ can offer.  
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Report of Area Footpath Secretary 
Blue Anchor Path Because of possible long delays in the appeal process Ramblers’ Head 

Office was consulted and, with their help, an application was made to the Secretary of 

State to ask that he require the County to deal with the claim more expeditiously. Based, 
particularly on the safety aspects and the age of many of the claimants, the County has 

now been instructed to determine the application within 12 months. This means that our 

application must dealt with by this time next year and we trust that the volume of evi-

dence will convince the County to record this path as a public right of way.  
(see W. Somerset report –Editor) 

New ‘Castle & Coast Way’  With money from EDF, Sarah Littler from SCC has been 

improving the paths network in the area near Hinkley Point. To highlight the improve-

ments she is intending to launch a new route entitled “Castle & Coast Way” next spring 

and has asked for Ramblers’ support in its launch. Both Sedgemoor and West Somerset 
have been invited to take part and details will be announced nearer the time. The new 

route runs in a circular way from the Coleridge Trail at Nether Stowey Castle through 

Stogursey to the Coast Path, returning along a section of the coast path and to  

Nether Stowey. It will have publicity and some interpretation boards. Any stiles will be 
replaced with gates and it will be way-marked distinctively. A total length of about 15 

miles can be walked as a whole or as shorter circular walks from Nether Stowey, Stogum-

ber or the Coast car park near Listock. It also provides a connection for longer distance 

walks between the Coast Path and the Coleridge Way.  
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St Anton is in a valley although still 4,000ft. up with all walks going up quite steeply from 

the town.  A number of cable cars to higher parts were used to make steady descents on 

foot back to the hotel whilst other members took some very adventurous routes with 

ascents of 2,500 ft or more. I have a feeling there may be return trips to this wonderful 

area in the near future 

As you know Somerset had the annual weekend holiday at Gwbert on the Ceredigion 
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set of four circular walks on Ham Hill, 

ranging from a one mile all-ability trail to 

a longer more challenging walk of over 

five miles covering the whole of the site. 

They have been compiled by John Day, a 

Volunteer Ranger at Ham Hill Country 

Park and a member of the South Somer-

set Ramblers Group. The design has been 

produced by Stable Design.  The South 

Somerset Ramblers Group provided 

some of the funding. A launch day to 

promote the leaflets was held on  

4th August when around 40 people of all 

ages were led on Walk 3 by John. 

A successful Saga group walking holiday was organised by John Oliver to Denia on the Costa 

Blanca with 11 members meeting up with other enthusiastic walkers.  John is intending to organ-

ise another walking holiday to Minorca for 2019.   Linda Fawthrop 

Sedgemoor Group 
It has been a splendid summer with walking in the Somerset countryside and beyond a pleasure 

even if somewhat too hot at times.  We have had many interesting walks: the bluebells on the 

Dorset cliff tops were particularly memorable.   

The holiday to Ireland was also blessed by warm sunny weather which made the wonderful area 

even more pleasurable.  The summer outing to North Devon was well attended and the walks 

around the Taw Estuary and Devon coast were enjoyed by all.  The one day we would have 

liked it to be fine and sunny, for our summer lunch, turned out to be wet and miserable.  Never 

the less we all enjoyed ourselves and I am sure everyone who attended would again like to thank 

Tony and Jenny for their hospitality and for letting us spread ourselves around their home shel-

tering from the rain. 

The footpath working party has continued to repair and improve paths on a monthly basis.  We 

have again completed the survey of a number of footpaths for Somerset County Council.  With 

several new members taking on the work of footpath surveys, we have arranged for some t 

raining by a Rights of Way Officer from the Council.   Edward Levy 
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Volunteer “Check In” - please look out for an email and login to review your 

information   

It was promised that the Volunteer Login would go live in September but after testing 

it, it was realised that it needs a few more weeks to fine tune it.  The updates to the My 

Profile section of the website will now go live week commencing 15 October. You will see 

a new section called My Volunteering Activities.  You’ll receive an email reminding you to 

login to check in throughout October and November. The Check In will be running until 

the end of November.  

From mid-October, please also ask other Ramblers’ volunteers to login and check their 

details are correct. By making sure your role details are correct, we’ll be able to ensure 

you are receiving the right support and continue to build a better volunteer experience. If 

you need any further details, please contact the volunteer check-in coordina-

tor on volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.org.uk or by phone on 020 3961 3188.   

 
Data transformation The new mobile Walk Register pilot continues. So far 35 ‘Walk 

Registrars’ (not always the walk leaders) have installed the app on their phones and have 

used it on 70 led walks, collectively registering about 1,000 walkers. The data this gener-

ates will be invaluable in helping us to create relevant walks for everyone. For more de-

tails, please see the FAQs page. 

We are also continuing to pilot the new Membership Secretaries reports within the In-

sight Hub. After collecting ‘learnings’ from our 30 membership trailblazers this month, we 

will make any required improvements and roll-out the new membership dashboard across 

the autumn. Early feedback has been extremely positive, and we are confident that this 

new approach will not only help us to comply with external GDPR requirements, but that 

it will significantly improve our data quality and our communication with our members 

overall. 

 In addition, planning work is just beginning to pull all our Ramblers Routes together into 

an incredible new ‘Walk Library’. This will include upgrading our route developing tools - 

something which we know is long overdue - and which we are starting to look at in col-

laboration with some of you. For further information please contact  

trailblazers@ramblers.zendesk.com  

Rights of way -  please note this update on extinguishment and diversion of level 

crossing paths  

Ramblers volunteers in East Anglia continue to be exercised by Network Rail’s level cross-

ing closure programme using powers to make large composite orders under the Transport 

and Works Act 1992.  In January this year, a public inquiry was held concerning the Net-

work Rail (Felixstowe Branch Line Improvements: Level Crossings Closure) order.  

Geoff Knight of Ipswich Ramblers, and other volunteers including Helen Howe, and  

Linda and John Knock, presented a good case for retaining six existing crossings.  The  

Inspector’s report and the Secretary of State’s decision were issued on 14 August 

2018.  Disappointingly, the Secretary of State found that the closures were justified in terms 

of the legislation.   

This decision highlights what our Essex and Hertfordshire volunteers will be up against in 

the inquiry due to resume on 25 September concerning the much larger Network Rail 

(Essex and Others Level Crossing Reduction) Order. We have instructed Counsel, Merrow 

Golden, of Francis Taylor Building Chambers, and have also obtained the services of a 

transport consultant, for this inquiry.   

To find out more, please contact Eugene.Suggett@ramblers.org.uk.  
2 
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The Ramblers and its Organisation  At the heart of everything are the members who 

support our values and deliver the vast majority of our work by volunteering their time and 

energy.  At our AGM, (General Council) these volunteers elect a Board of Trustees who run 

the charity on their behalf. Formally, we were The Ramblers Association but we operate as The 

Ramblers. 

Local Ramblers’ Groups There are around five hundred groups in Britain.  Groups are run 

entirely by volunteers. Depending on where they are and who’s involved, groups will inspect 

paths, put on led walks, run local campaigns, organise group walking holidays or do practical 

work improving paths. They also have a strong social element with everything from afternoon 

teas to curry nights. To ensure that Ramblers’ members have real ownership of what we do 

locally, each group is run by a committee that is elected annually.  

Regional Ramblers’ Areas Our groups co-operate together as ‘Areas’. We divide the country 

into over 50 Areas broadly coinciding with a county or regional boundary.  Area volunteers 

help support and coordinate the work of the groups in delivering our mission. For example, 

they help identify what funds groups need and encourage groups to try out new things. Many 

area volunteers are delegates from the constituent groups which helps to make sure that 

groups feel part of the wider organisation.  In England and Wales,  Areas play a pivotal role in 

coordinating volunteers. For example, an Area will have volunteers inspecting footpaths in each 

parish and will then liaise with the relevant highway authority to get problems solved.   They 

provide a first point of contact for The Ramblers with local government, other local charities 

and the local offices of national bodies such as Natural England.  

General council and the Board of Trustees.  Areas elect delegates to attend our Annual Gen-

eral Council, which in turn elects the Board of Trustees. General Council also holds the Trus-

tees to account, approves the annual report and accounts and provides guidance. It is also the 

ultimate authority for changes to our Constitution.  The Trustees are all volunteers. They 

steer the charity and guarantee its long term health and strength. They appoint and oversee 

the chief executive, approve the business plan and agree the annual budget. The minutes of 

board meetings are available so that all members can see what the board is doing on their 

behalf.  

7 

Problem of Maize It is important that you report any paths cropped with maize and not 

cleared as early as possible in the season so that the Highway Authority has no excuse for 

not acting on this obstruction before the path becomes impassable. Details of how to report 

a problem on-line are given on the Somerset Ramblers web-site with a link to the relevant 

site. 

Guidance for Walk Leaders 

It is important that Ramblers’ walks follow the legal route of RoWs, unless specific approval 

has been given by a landowner to walk elsewhere. The official line of rights of way is altered 

from time to time and it is important to realise that OS maps are not necessarily up-to-date 

on such changes. To be sure that the walk you are planning has not been legally altered it is 

important to check the relevant highway authority map of RoWs. Our walks often take place 

in Devon, Dorset and Wilts, as well as Somerset and North Somerset. The maps are available 

on line and can be searched by “Rights of Way in ...” For Dorset and Somerset that will bring 

up a map that also shows any known problems on RoW. 

A303/A358 Dualling  The government’s Highway Agency is currently working on a number 

of schemes. The first between Sparkford and Podimore is now being finalised and Ramblers’ 

have been consulted on resulting changes to RoW. We have tried to ensure that, in future 

there will be safe crossings of the new road to link routes north and south of the A303 

where currently no safe crossing exists. We will expect further consultation on the next 

mailto:volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.org.uk
https://ramblers.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4bb677c518fc1dedbd8910ccd&id=ca81a79b2b&e=75a79dfdd5
mailto:trailblazers@ramblers.zendesk.com
mailto:Eugene.Suggett@ramblers.org.uk
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/about-the-board-of-trustees.aspx
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/our-finances.aspx
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/about-the-board-of-trustees/board-of-trustees-published-minutes.aspx
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/about-the-board-of-trustees/board-of-trustees-published-minutes.aspx
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SOMERSET AREA WEEKENDS 

2019 -Thursday 3rd to Sunday 6th October: Our annual get together is at the Sidholme 

(Christian Guild) Hotel in the delightful seaside town of Sidmouth. This majestic Georgian 

mansion, built in 1826 for the 6th Earl of Buckinghamshire, is situated in its own grounds and 

has a splendid music room for our social events and an indoor swimming pool to relax in after 

the day’s walk! Chris hopes to hold a barn dance this time, if not, then a disco will be pro-

vided. Les will be sorting out our walks. 

2020 – Friday 2nd to Monday 5th October: The Derbyshire Dales is our destination for 

2020 and the village of Cromford near Matlock. The Willersley Castle (Christian Guild) Hotel, 

a late C18th country mansion, is a magnificent building, which stands in 60 acres of grounds, 

overlooking the river Derwent. This hotel also has a 15 m indoor swimming pool and a boules 

court. We shall be mailing out 2019 forms to those who have joined us for previous week-

ends. Anyone wishing to join for the first time, please email Peggy pm.fortunati@outlook.com 

or phone Rod or Peggy on 01278 783270. 
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We extend our condolences to the family 

and friends of Lord Melchett - a true cam-

paigner 

Lord Melchett, a vice-president of the Ramblers, died 

aged only 70.  He was our president from 1981 to 

1984 and a great advocate for public access, both in 

the House of Lords of which he was a member, and 

among the farming community.  He practised what he preached on his organic 

farm in north Norfolk; in 1982 he created three public footpaths which linked with 

existing routes to provide circular walks.  A rebel, he was outspoken against un-

welcoming landowners, and he encouraged The Ramblers to step up the  cam-

paign for access.  

At the end of August Ramblers launched the ‘Your Path Awaits’, Campaign to 

ensure the Agriculture Bill protects our ability - and of future generations - to 

access and enjoy the countryside. In September the Government published the 

Bill, and thanks to the ongoing efforts and support of Ramblers’ members - it rec-

ognises the importance of public access to the countryside.  We need the contin-

ued support of MPs as it makes its way through Parliament to ensure that public 

access continues to be championed and makes its way into legislation.  

If you haven’t done so already, please write to your MP - just head over to our 

website, enter your postcode and with two clicks you can send our template let-

ter to your MP. If you have written already, then share the action with family, 

friends and other walkers – the more that MPs hear about this issue, the more 

likely they are to act. We joined up with 55 organisations – including the National 

Trust, RSPB and the Campaign for National Parks – to sign an open letter that was 

sent to the Prime Minister ahead of the publication of the Bill. The letter wel-

comed the Government’s commitment to develop new farming policies that pro-

vide public funds for farmers in return for the public good, such as public access, 

biodiversity and animal welfare, to create a farming sector fit for the future.   

If you would like any further information about ‘Your Path Awaits’, please contact 

Olly on oliver.hicks-pattison@ramblers.org.uk  
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The Ramblers website can be found at: https://www.ramblers.org.uk/  
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MENDIP RAMBLER walks  are open to anyone interested.  Newcomers are welcome to join us for 
two or three walks without commitment. After that they may be asked to become a member of the 
Ramblers.  
Our programme aims to give full and accurate details of our walks so that members can choose 
walks to their liking and within their capabilities. We have regular Thursday and Sunday walks. 
Sometimes Friday walks. We have social events, weekends away and holidays. Take a look at our 
latest programme for details.  
Where: We walk almost anywhere in Mendip and surrounding areas. Routes avoid roads as far as 
possible, using footpaths and bridleways. 
What time and how long:  Thursday walks slow to medium start at 10.00am and are usually about 6 
miles, finishing at around 2pm. They are walked at a slower pace than the Sunday walks. We have a 
coffee stop at 11am and a lunch break at around 12.30 or 1pm. Bring a drink and a packed lunch. 
Thursday walks fast are walks run by our spin off group West Mendip Ramblers, organised by Tony 
Strange. This group alternates each week on Thursday between an all-day walk and an afternoon 
walk. On these walks there is no coffee or break, but the all-day walk has a lunch stop. The walks are 
not in the printed programme, but can be found on the Mendip website. Sunday walks start at 
10.00am, are usually about 10 miles and finish at around 4.00pm. They are walked at a faster pace 
than our Thursday walks.  There is a coffee stop at 11am and a lunch break at around 12.30 or 1pm. 
We may also stop for a short mid-afternoon break on our longer walks. Bring a drink and a packed 
lunch. 
Terrain: Walks are labelled as flat, undulating or hilly. Mud should be expected except in urban 
areas.  
Meeting for a walk: The grid reference on the walk programme is the official meeting point.  The 
postcode that is given is an approximate indicator to the starting point.  Walks start on time, so be 
there at least 10 minutes early to give you time to get ready.  
Refreshments on walks: All our walks – apart from those of our spin off group – include a break at 
about 11am for a drink and at 12.30pm for lunch. Bring food and drink with you for the morning stop 
and the lunch break.  Having enough fluids with you is important on hot days.  
Clothing: It is essential to wear stout footwear (walking boots) for most of the year and to carry 
windproof and waterproof clothing. 
Walk leaders: All walk leaders are volunteers, who have given their time to survey the walk as well 
as lead it on the day. Each leader chooses his/her own walk, and usually surveys it with another 
group member. We are always pleased to hear from people who might want to lead. If you would 
like to find out what it involves, talk to any leader or the Programme Co-ordinator. 
Dogs:  Dogs – well behaved and under control - are welcome on our walks. If in doubt, ring the walks 
leader to confirm.     
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WEST MENDIP WALKERS 
 

 

 
          
 
Members of the West Mendip Walkers, part of Mendip Ramblers, pictured here 

at the Devil’s Pulpit on Offa’s Duke recently, during one of their Thursday 

walks.  

Their 14.7mile walk took them along the Wye Valley Trail to Brocksweir and 

back to Chepstow on Offa’s Dyke.  

The group walks further and faster than the main Mendip ramblers on a 

Thursday.  

If you are interested in joining their walks you will find details of their 

programme on Walks Finder and on the Mendip Ramblers website. 

 

 

 


