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A group of eight walkers from West Mendip Walkers met last Thursday for a circular walk from 
Parracombe to explore the surrounding moorland, including part of the old, wild Exmoor – high, 
open country affording far-reaching views. 
 
The village of Parracombe lies tucked away in the Heddon valley in the north-west corner of 
the Exmoor National Park, a few miles inland from the coast. There are a number of interesting 
features to the village, including a Norman motte and bailey castle (Holwell Castle) and the Saxon 
church, St Petrock’s, now in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust. Fears about its stability 
led to the building of another, Christ Church, in the late nineteenth century, which is used today. 
 
The day was bright and sunny, not always ideal for walking across open country, but off we went 
accompanied by four dogs for our 13.3 mile trek. From our start point we turned left down the road 
towards the village centre, soon bearing left to go through the churchyard of Christ Church – from 
the front of which was a good view of Holwell Castle. Through the churchyard we went to a lane 
below and we followed this lane to St Petrock’s Church, in the part of the parish known as 

Churchtown. 
Walk leader, Carol Jackson, with Jill Ollis and a visiting rambler from Kent outside St Petrock’s 
church. 



 

 

 
The walk took us to Woolhanger Farm which is part of the Woolhanger Estate, one of the largest 
privately owned estates on Exmoor. The recently restored historic Manor and Music Room - now 
hired out for receptions etc. 
 
Once past the farm we enjoyed the views of the rolling moors beyond, and at Shallowford, we 
continued up a long incline to reach Saddle Gate. Beyond this at 480m/1,575ft is Wood Barrow the 
highest point of the route, and a superb viewpoint: to the north lies the Bristol Channel and south 
coast of Wales; west is the north Devon coast stretching to Hartland Point; east is the wilderness of 
The Chains; and west is the Chapman Barrows trig point.  
 
From here we headed south to Challacombe Church, actually at Barton Town. The church was 
built next to the largest manor house known as Barton Town in the parish and close to a mill. 
Challacombe means cold valley.  We continued north from here over Challacombe Common and 
back down to Parracombe weary but very satisfied after a 7-hour trek. 


