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Committee Meeting Minutes 
DATE: Thursday 24th May 2012 at 7pm 

 
VENUE: The King’s Arms, Leg Square, Garston St, Shepton Mallet 

BA4 5LN. Tel: 01749 343781 
 

 
1. Welcome & apologies for absence 

 
Tony Parsons and Mary Davies. Barbara Calvery, Tony and Jane Dyson  
 

2. Minutes of last meeting 
 
Agreed 
 

3. Matters arising 
 
There were no maters arising  
 

4. Officer & Sub-Committee Reports 
a. Membership Secretary 

The membership secretary sent her apologies. A review of the May membership file 
shows that we have 346 members 
 

b. Treasurer 
The treasurer sent his apologies. It was agreed that at the next meeting we should set 
a budget. Refer to item 5 below. 

c. Footpath Officers 
See Appendix 1 

d. Walks Programme 
In hand. Add a piece on emergency.  

e. Publicity Officer & 2012 Walking Festival 
Article in walk magazine. Country Walking 

f. Social Secretary. 
Planning a ten pin bowling trip .No disco this year due to lack of support last year.  
 
 

5. How should we budget and monitor. 
 
The next meeting will create a budget. We will determine our sources of income and 
the main areas we spend money. 
 

6. How can we retain current members and encourage others to join. 
 

The ramblers stated at their National Conference that over 50% of members do not 
renew their membership after the first year. We have been asked to think about what 
we can do to reduce this percentage. A list of members who have joined in the last 
12 months has been distributed to all committee members. Could you please come 
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to the next meeting with ideas. 
 

7. Working Party Update. 
 
The working party is working on a regular basis at least twice a month and a 
relationship has been formed with BANES. 
 

8. Report from Festival Committee. 
 
Walks have been walked and mainly written up. Gus is preparing the walk 
booklet. The faults have been identified and agreed with SCC. 
 

 
9. 2013 Spring Holiday 

 
Peggy informed us that she had just heard from Mike Beveridge. The Spring 
holiday is planned for The Aberavon Beach Hotel 22

nd
 to 25

th
 March 2013 

 
a. Contingency plan for Mike Beveridge’s Walks 

 
This will be discussed at the next meeting if required. 
 
 
 

10. 2012 Self Booking Holiday 
 
Nothing further to report 
 

11. Issues from Ramblers National Conference 
 
Les gave a verbal update. Details are in Appendix 2 
 

12. Correspondence 
a. Proposed Cheddar Chair Lift 

There is a meeting with the ANOB in June  
b. West Mendip Walking Group 

Les to write to Tony Strange explaining the insurance issue 
c. Access into Longleat 

Anybody planning a walk on Longleat Land that visitors have to pay to visit 
must get permission. If Peggy receives a walk that looks as if it may pass 
through this area then she inform the leader that permission must be sought. 

d. Ramblers Holidays Partnership Money 
We have received £40 from Ramblers Holidays. How this money will be used 
will be discussed at our next meeting. 
 

13.  Other Business 
Working Party requires a more powerful drill to drill holes for kissing gates. 
This costs £100 and has been authorised. 
 
AGM 17

th
 of November at the Poachers Pocket 7pm 

 
Note to Peggy re nominations for committee members to go in the next 
programme. 
 

 
14. Date and venue of next meeting 

 
27

th
 of September at Poachers Pocket 7pm 
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Appendix 1 
 
 

East Mendip Footpath Officer Report 24.04.2012 

 
Site visit 07.03.2012   
Footpath diversion at Upton Noble FR 16/3 the proposed alternative route will be an 
improvement, the path is currently obstructed by a wall lake and fencing. 

Site visit 19.04.2012 
Footpath diversion in the Parish of Doulting SM 7/90 and Cranmore SM 18/21 
No reason to object  
Site visit 09.04.2012 
SM 7/46 3 stiles with barbed wire attached to top rail faults reported  
 

East Mendip Footpath Officer Report 24.04.2012 

 
Footpath SM/1 faulty stile previously reprted still in need of attention. 
 
New Bristol gate supplied to farmer for WS16/15 still awaits installation. 
 
Paths Survey completed - 11 passed, 2 failed and 2 part passed. 
 
A problem with access reported at Sharpham - matter referred to George Montague who 
responded to complainer 
. 
F.P.Secretary's meeting attended on 14 May. 
 
A proposal to use yellow marker paint where signs are removed to be taken up with SCC by 
Carl who mentions that this is practice in Kent. 
The question of path allocation for survey arose where some are outside Mendip area. 

 
Appendix 2-  General Council  

 
The partnership arrangements between the Ramblers and BUPA as well as HF Holidays 
proved to be the hot potatoes at the Annual General Council which was held in Leicester.. 
The Board of Trustees was asked to consider two motions regarding the arrangements which 
had sparked some controversy amongst members. 
A motion was presented not to renew the relationship with BUPA when it expires and this was 
agreed with a majority vote. 
The decision to partner with HF Holidays also provoked passionate debate amongst the 
delegates on day two of the council. A number of members spoke regarding the dissolution of 
the partnership with Ramblers Worldwide Holidays – an agreement which had been in place 
for 65 years. 
There was also consternation raised regarding the loss of donations which the charitable trust 
had provided the Ramblers over a large number of years. A motion was presented that asked 
the Board of Trustees to consider if it might be possible to work both with HF and Ramblers 
Worldwide Holidays. This was passed by the council. 
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New CEO Benedict Southworth addressed the council 
More than 200 Ramblers from all over the country – including Scotland and Wales – attended 
the conference at the Gilbert Murray Centre. Members agreed to vote in Kate Ashbrook as 
their new president, replacing Julia Bradbury and new Chief Executive Benedict Southworth 
spoke about his role at the beginning of the conference. 
He told delegates: “As an organisation we need to reduce costs whilst maintaining services 
and a key priority to enable us do this will be to increase our membership.” 
Benedict went on to highlight his past involvements in Not for Profit Organisations such as 38 
degrees as well as Amnesty International and revealed that part of his initial work for the 
Ramblers had included a 100 day plan. 
“I want to set a very clear policy and I am a very good campaigner. I want the Ramblers to 
have a voice which is heard.” 
One of the most popular announcements amongst delegates was Benedict’s promise that all 
volunteers should receive branded Ramblers merchandise including T-shirts which could be 
worn when out campaigning, repairing footpaths or leading walks. 
* The motions which were passed at the General Council will now be considered by the Board 
of Trustees.  These can be seen at 
 http://www.ramblers.org.uk/Resources/Ramblers%20Association/Website/Motions-and-
resolutions-as-carried-2012.docx  

 

http://www.ramblersnhc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Benedict-CEO-250x3741.jpg

