MENDIP RAMBLERS

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Thursday August 9, 2007
At 8 Beverly Close, Frome

Present: Bob Berry, Norman Beyer, Carol Griffin, Trevor Evans, Valerie Evans, Gus Halfhide, Alice Lock, Bryn Anstice, Colin Mansfield, Owen Star, Paula Ruddock.

Apologies: Michael Calverley, Richard Plant.

Minutes of last meeting: Agreed by Bryn, seconded by Bob and signed by Chair,

1. Matters Arising:  Item 6: Valerie has returned tools. Item I I .- INSURANCE –Gus confirmed; Mendip group fully covered. I.D.: Gus read out draft for proposed card, committee agreed and cards to be made. Gus circulated updated, "Welcome to Mendip Ramblers" letters these will be sent to new members.

2. Secretary's Report: Communications from C.O. made available to committee with special mention to the following: Pocket Guides – Secretary to send out to new members and order a further 100. Walking History DVD – passed to Gus. Reminder for Festival of Winter Walks, form to be sent to Richard.

3. Programme Secretary's Report: Richard not present. His report sent as email, which was read out. "August to November 2007 programme completed and distributed. September/October weekend plans virtually complete".

4. Treasurer's Report: Statement of accounts circulated. Closing balance £225.58. Sale of walking festival booklets at £3.00 each should increase this figure by £300. Committee Officers reminded all budget submissions and reports to be sent to Carol by mid-September to be included in next year expenditure. Note: Agenda item for next meeting:- "New system of accounting".
5. Footpath Work Report: Holcombe area finished apart from clearance work. Leaflets for Festival received and Bob suggested they be put in Gorge Outdoors in Cheddar and the outdoor shop in Wells. Claire Haskins has also given Bob the survey of Wookey, which has been compiled by the parish council, although it does not give exact details of work required.

6. 2nd Work Party Report: Paula and Jean have been out clearing paths on Tuesdays and are concentrating on paths around Shepton Mallet taken from last year's festival walks. Paula suggests an item for the next programme giving details of what exactly is involved in this work party, with a contact number for members to telephone her on the Monday evening if they wish to join in.

7. Footpath Officer's Report: East and West Mendip:  Colin reported a diversion at Peart Farm which had taken place prior to approval. Owen will draft a letter of disquiet to Claire and Sheila. Trevor reported current diversions OK. In 1995 the Mendip group of the RA objected to the diversion of a footpath from Butleigh village to Butleigh monument. (Wishing to make their acceptance conditional on. the creation of another path in the vicinity of the monument, a path which has now been completed apart from the matter of a few metres). The paths in question have been used for a good number of years by ramblers and it is felt by the Mendip Council Footpath Officer, that this matter should be cleared up and the objection to the diversion dropped. Trevor will go ahead and inform the said officer that the ramblers no longer object. Trevor will read and respond to the Footpath Strategy document, which requires a response by September 3rd 2007.
8. Publicity Officer's Report; More orders placed for sweatshirts & T shirts. Festival: 100 booklets, with maps and route descriptions, produced at a cost of £2.71 will sell at £3. Posters produced and distributed and articles posted in local. parish magazines. Les Stather produced and created leaflets Bob arranged printing. Sheila Petherbridge offered more leaflets to be printed at her cost and with some modifications. This was accepted. All local newspapers contacted to advertise the event. Paula produced an article about the Disco and to publicise the Festival.

9. Social Secretary' Report: Michael not present. Valerie confirmed the AGM booking at The Bell in Evercreech. She will check to see if they can provide a `sticker upper' for the skittles, plus an overhead projector, T.V. screen for photographs and DVD.

10. Web Master's Report: Owen confirmed site was regularly updated with photographs of walkers and the work party.

11.
A.O.R:  Spring Walking Weekend: Norman reports hotel has been provisionally booked and he is now taking bookings, Committee Officers were then asked who would be standing for re-election. Answers as follows:- Chair – Gus: will stand for another year. Secretary – Valerie: No Treasurer – Carol: Yes Programme Secretary - Rick: will stand for another year. Footpath Worker –Bob: Yes Web Master – Owen: Yes Footpath Officer East – Colin: Yes Footpath Officer West – Trevor: will stand for another yea. All other committee members will stand for re-election.

12.
Date of Next Meeting: Thursday, November 8, 2007, at 7.30pm

                     To be held at:  Greenacres, Binegar    Telephone: 01749 840349 

                                                Meeting closed at 9.15 pm







