Chairman’s Report                                                                            Clive Edney

Mendip Ramblers have once again enjoyed a successful and busy year. Our annual festival centred on Priddy proved to be a huge success with 330 walkers over the three days. Alongside this members have had opportunities to take part in a variety of holidays and social events all of which have been extremely successful and enjoyable Thanks to our walk leaders, all of whom do an excellent job, we have run a comprehensive programme of walks throughout the year taking place every Sunday and Thursday. Walks however would not be possible without our programme co-ordinator. Peggy has now produced several programmes since taking over this crucial role and her excellent work has ensured that we all have accurate information about walks and other events being organised. The arrangement whereby Paula and Alice collect walk details and pass them on to Peggy appears to be working well. So special thanks to this effective team of three.

I would like to record my thanks to our committee members who contribute so much to the successful running of our group with a lot of their work done behind the scenes. I am particularly grateful for the work and support of our Officers.  Carol our Treasurer for her meticulous management of the accounts. Carol  has been our Treasurer for the past six years and she has indicated that she does not wish to stand for election again this year. She will be a great loss to our committee having given such excellent service to us in this post over the past six years. Les has continued to do excellent work as our secretary. Throughout the year he has worked closely with me and the advice he has given me has been much appreciated.  Thanks also Mike our Vice Chairman who stood in for me while I was abroad for six weeks and was extremely effective in dealing with a problem that arose with Somerset County Council. I would also like to say a special thank you to Alice for her organisation of social events   Footpath Officers are key members of our committee and we are fortunate in having two excellent officers in Tony P and Brian. This job entails a lot of hard work behind the scenes and a great deal of what they achieve goes unnoticed by the vast majority of us. Paula has once again done wonders with publicity and with the organisation of the festival.  Her contribution to our group has been excellent and sustained over many years. Paula has however indicated that she will stand again for election and if elected this will be her last year as publicity secretary. Finally a thank you to Barbara, Tony D, Mary and Nick for their work and valued contributions at committee meetings

We have had two meetings with Somerset County Council since the last AGM. Slowly we continue to forge a working relationship with them regarding our Working Party, which is at present undertaking some work regarding the installation of stiles and gates. There is still some way to go with regard to this process but we must ensure that communication channels are well maintained at all levels and we meet from time to time with David Hall, the Portfolio Holder and other Officers to further develop a strong relationship

I have had the privilege of being your Chairman for the past two years. While I have enjoyed serving in this capacity I do not feel it is appropriate for a Chair to be elected and then hang on to the position until senility sets in. It is important that others in our group are also given the opportunity to serve in this capacity. For this reason I have decided not to seek re-election to the Chair at this time

