Mendip Ramblers Group Work Party Organiser’s report for 2008 AGM

Our efforts this year were helped greatly by a comprehensive survey compiled by the Parish Path liaison officer for Wookey, Peter Crossley. We had many blocked paths to contend with, some of these we did not anticipate getting open but we must have been lucky to catch the farmers in a good mood, as these problems did not arise. We did however receive a solicitor’s letter from a private householder whose son did not like the idea of us opening up the footpath through his Mothers garden also a small amount of adverse publicity via a letter in the local paper from said son.

We sadly lost one of our first members with the death of Doug Emery from cancer in September. The work party would like to honour his memory by placing a plaque on an appropriate stile. 

Colin Mansfield has also been forced into early retirement due to personal reasons. We will miss his goading and cajoling each week.

Having finished Wookey we have moved on to Walton where we have started work on the Mendip Ring, which has been walked and the route decided on. This is our priority for the coming year although the Walking festival will take place in Oakhill next year so we will also be working there.

This years Festival was the best attended so far and a great success. So thanks to all those who were involved in it’s organisation. Thanks also to Paula Ruddock and Jean Mantle for their path clearance work. Paula and Jean would be glad if a few more volunteers came forward to help them with this work. It is needed to keep paths open for walkers. 

The figures for this years work up to the end of September are.

Stiles               133.                 Fingerposts           84.

Repaired stiles.   21.               Timber Bridges     12. 

Kissing Gates       8.                Kit Bridges              4.

Marker posts.      12.               Dogway                   1.    

Bob Berry

