MENDIP RAMBLERS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2008

WALKS PROGRAMME SECRETARY REPORT
It has been another busy year for the Walks Programme Secretary with the production of three walks programmes. I would like to say a big thank you to all walk the leaders and back-markers. We had no fewer than 40 walk leaders in past year, leading 136 walks, not including the August festival and weekends away.

The demand for programmes is increasing and I am considering upping the print run to 450. Programme costs are always increasing, especially postage, and I am thinking of putting on local walks where Ramblers can collect their programmes. Demand in places like libraries has increased. I am also thinking of starting to prepare programmes earlier, to avoid last minute problems with late distribution.

My thanks to Sandra for proof-reading the spelling, lay-out and grammar of the programmes and thanks in advance to Brian who has agreed to check the start-points and map references for me in future before each programme goes to print!

I am going to stand down next year after producing the August to October 2009 walks programme and the committee will be looking for a volunteer as soon as possible to take my place. Before I stand down, I am happy to train my replacement and give as much help as I can with their first programme. If anyone is interested, please contact me or speak to me if you want to find out more about what the job entails.

Even though I am standing down as walks programme secretary, I am not relinquishing the organisation of the late September self-booking holiday.

Report on Abergavenny Weekend.

The Abergavenny weekend went very well. We had very favourable weather, even on the Tuesday when the rain stopped just before the final walks started. Around 50 Ramblers enjoyed a total of 9 walks, covering more than 66 miles and climbing more than ten thousand feet in the foothills of the Brecon Beacons The area is beautiful and full of interesting as well as challenging walks. I hope the weekend was enough of a taster to tempt you to return and try other walks. 

My special thanks to the Brecon Beacon Park Society. Their members were all very helpful and supportive when Lisa and I were planning the weekend. I would encourage you all to visit their website and consider joining them for walks from time to time.

Your very generous collection of £46 was donated to the Longtown Mountain Rescue Team and the Sunday car park fees of £30 were donated to Llanddewi Skirrid Village Hall.

There is a photomontage, maps and other information from the Abergavenny weekend on display for you to look at.

The 2009 self-booking weekend will probably be in the Swanage area.

Richard Plant

