PUBLICITY & PR REPORT FOR MENDIP RAMBLERS AGM 2008

Ramblers Head Office request we promote themed walks, so if any leaders are proposing a “themed” walk, if you let me know, I can try and promote it.

November 07:  Press release received from Mendip DC (Mid Somerset Series).  Editorial and photos on completion of 13 kissing gates erected by work party to help Doulting children and parents walk to school.  

December 07:  Met Matt from BBC Somerset  at Ebbor Gorge to record feature on “hidden gems in Somerset”  - during interview I plugged Mendip Ramblers + work party + walking festival also the proposed Mendip Ring long distance path.  Mid Somerset Series featured Rose’s walk on 27 December with a reminder about forthcoming Christmas/New Year walks.

January 08:  Andrew Enever, BBC Somerset made contact then joined us at the start of one of the Mendip Ring sections (Frome) to record an interview (Gus and Bob) and take photos for BBC Somerset’s website:  View by typing in Mendip Ring (BBC Somerset link).

In March Owen submitted working party photographs (illustrating three stages of bridge building) to Mendip Community Support’s Photograph Competition for voluntary and community groups:  They were awarded third prize.

Mendip Ramblers featured in Walk Extra:  “THE MENDIP RAMBLERS, however, provide an excellent example of how to promote and celebrate the important footpath conservation work they carry out. Each year, during the August Bank Holiday weekend, they organise a walking festival and invite people to join them in walking the routes that have been made accessible by the Group’s volunteer work party. Not only is it a great culmination of their year’s work – seeing the paths they have cleared being used and enjoyed by local people - but also fantastic publicity for the Group and the Ramblers’ Association as a whole.”

July 07:  Paula (and Owen) took the display boards showing work party, walks and festival photos plus promotional literature to Oakhill fete.

August Bank Holiday walking festival advertised in Walk, Country Walking and Trail magazines;  in Somerset Area groups’ programmes and bordering Ramblers groups’ programmes;  also in local parish magazines.  Promoted in Mid Somerset Series, Mendip Times, Somerset Life.  Mentioned by mid morning team at BBC Somerset also Somerset’s Drive with Elise Rayner, 6.25pm – two minute radio interview with Paula to advertise walking festival.  Photographer from both Mid Somerset Series and Mendip Times took photos on Bank Holiday Monday. Wookey Walks Booklet produced:  A huge thank you to Bill Norman who did an enormous amount of work.

BBC SOMERSET are putting together a web feature on walks around the county - with photos and audio for each stage of the walk.  Paula and Owen met reporter to walk from Shepton Mallet via Doulting.  Should be accessible via BBC Somerset before long.
Editorial and photos passed to Ed Levy for inclusion in next issue of Somerset Rambler also to Walk Magazine but don’t know if they will use it.

Mendip Ramblers logo tops continue to be available – 8 purchased in the last year.

Due to Norman’s decision not to organise next year’s group holiday, I wrote a letter to the hotel at Llandrindod Wells advising that Mike B had taken over the organisation, confirming the numbers booked and enclosing the deposit cheque.

Paula Ruddock

